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An Approach to Encourage Community Strength in Khokkothao Sub-district,
Muang District, Suphanburi Province

The aims of the research were to 1) analyze the findings of eight sub-research
projects under the main research project, and 2) synthesize and propose approaches
to encourage community strength. The five aspects of development examined using
step-by-step approaches were as follows: 1) the political aspect, 2) the social aspect,
3) the economic aspect, 4) the cultural and local knowledge aspect, and
5) the environmental aspect.

The research results from the analysis and synthesis of the findings of
the eight sub-research projects were as follows: Under the political-strength aspect,
sub-district administration, community organization and community leaders could
jointly and successfully allocate infrastructure, basic services, and discussion forums
in the public interest. However, it was also found that the people’s social value of
self-reliance was at a moderate level. Under the social-strength aspect, the results
indicated that people's relationships in the community had the characteristics of
family relationships with members of the community supporting each other. Women
also played an important role in taking care of their families. Yet, there were some
problems of juvenile delinquency such as narcotics. Religious institutions (temples)
were still an important center for assembling people in the community and various
groups within the society; therefore, it was found that there were a lot of meeting
centers in the district. Under the economic-strength aspect, families in the district

had different economic strengths depending on their occupations and villages.



Laborers had the lowest level of strength, while agriculturists and entrepreneurs had
moderate and high levels of strength, respectively. Most agriculturists were tenant
farmers, and laborers had illegal loan problems. Under the cultural and local
knowledge-strength aspect, it was found that the community did not collect any
cultural and local knowledge. Therefore, the researchers of sub-research projects
cooperated with the community to 1) accumulate knowledge for the community
through the form of electronic media; 2) design and develop knowledge-based
systems for community management through a website, and 3) format an outline of
child-care and learning centers in order to provide guidelines for the community for
further study of community development. Finally, under the environmental-strength
aspect, some groups of people started to realize that their natural environment was
destroyed by harmful chemicals;, thus, they increased their attention to the
development of organic fertilizer materials. Moreover, some agriculturists, who
attend the development of organic rice farming projects, also realized the potential
of organic agriculture, and obtained more thorough knowledge of it.

The approach to encourage community strength at Khokkothao Sub-district,
Muang District, Suphanburi Province was chosen to encourage people in the
community to learn more about their local community. People in the community
must develop lifelong learning behaviors as well as creative thinking. In addition, in
order to encourage human development through a society of lifelong learning, it is
necessary to adopt the philosophy of the Sufficiency Economy as the guiding principle.
This adoption can be achieved through practicing the 4Ls: 1) Love of community,
2) Love of learning, 3) Love of development, and 4) Love of natural, cultural and local
knowledge, and by using the PDCA procedure (P: Planning, D: Doing, C: Checking,
A: Acting) as a mechanism of a continuous development process. Finally, it would
lead to the development of a self-reliant community, and result in community
strength in all five aspects. Nevertheless, it was important to mention that the
collaboration with experts who had development ideology was an essential factor in

creating real self-reliance in the community through the participation action research
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