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ABSTRACT 2 4 89 G 3

This research is aimed to study the value increase on reed mats for the community economy
in Ban Nafoon, Tambol Kratumpeaw, Bangsrang district, Prachinburi province in order to study
situations of reed mat production. In addition, to study the learning process, factors and conditions
regarding the profession of reed mat production has been conducted in order to evaluate the value
increase of reed mat products community economy as well as strengthening the community. This
research was both qualitative and quantitative research. The samplings were 50 families who lived in
Ban Nafoon. The data was collected and analyzed through documents, questionnaires, field study,
discussion, observation, and research participation. It showed that the community was comprised of
3 internal factors as its fundament: 1) social structufe, 2) production ability, 3) skills. According to
the study, internal factors in the community were studied as a development basis. Simultaneously,
the external factors were used as additional facilitator to promote the value increase on reed mat
production in order to expand the community economy. The study was conducted through the
community-based approach, leaning process and learning network. The research outcome and
development prompted the Bannafoon community an of new product development from reed

filament. Interestingly, the cheap reed material, previously cost 20 baht per a bundle, were more
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valuable after they were independently woven into multi-purpose baskets. As a result, the community
could sell their products with higher price and low investment, independent production for time and
space, and more convenience. The value-added products were definitely desired in the general
marketplace. Moreover, the value added products offered an opportunity for the community to be
a part of the network for the reed mat community state enterprise of Bangpluang that is famous
nationwide. Additionally, the community gained new knowledge regarding the dyeing techniques for
both pigtail and Mudmee styles. In this case, the new process still means more alternatives for sale as
well as joining the neighboring villages regarding knowledge exchange in order to strengthen
economy prosperity of the community and society. Also, it was a way to preserve local wisdc;m for

the next generation.

Keywords : Value Increase/Reed Mat/Community Economics
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