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The objectives of this research were (1) to study and analyze the present
conditions and problems of Khok Kho Thao Sub-District child development center in
Suphan Buri Province; (2) to study the best practice of child development center in
Suphan Buri Province; and (3) to construct a prototype for Khok Kho Thao Sub-District
child development center in Suphan Buri Province. This study employed the qualitative
research and participatory action research methodologies. The key informants were 46
academics, educational administrators, early childhood education personnel, and
community people. The employed research instruments for data collection were a
community context survey form, an in-depth interview form, a focus group discussion
recording form, a recording form for field study on best practice, and a form for
recording the operation of child development center. Research data were analyzed with
content analysis.

Research findings were as follows:

1. Regarding the present conditions and problems of preschool children
development centers in Khok Kho Thao Sub-District, Suphan Buri Province, there are
two child development centers in Khok Kho Thao Sub-District, namely, Ban Khok Kho

Thao Child Development Center and Ban No Suwan Child Development Center, both of



which are located in schools under the Office of the Basic Education Committee. There
are four children caretakers, and the total number of 94 preschool children. Their
administrative structure comprise five works, namely, personnel work, administrative
(correspondence) work, finance and inventory work, academic, buildings and facilities
work, and center-community relations work. The identified problems are the lack of
clear philosophy and vision, the location and buildings are not unattached, and the local
administrators and community people lack knowledge and understanding on
management of early childhood education.

2. Regarding the best practice of child development centers in Suphan Buri
Province, the researchers conducted a study of Tessaban 4 School Child Development
Center, Wat Si Buaban, Mueang District, Suphan Buri Province. It was found that the
child development center had clean and beautiful environment, clear philosophy and
vision, and systematic administrative structure comprising six aspects, namely, the
academic aspect; the student affairs aspect; the administrative, financial and inventory
aspect; the personnel aspect; the buildings and facilities aspect; and the community
relations aspect. It organized activities aiming at development of preschool children
with the use of modern technology. It promoted the production of local instructional
media. It provided services to and enhanced good relationship with the community. It
was also a learning source for the community.

3. The developed prototype for child development center in Khok Kho Thao
Sub-District, Suphan Buri Province comprises four components: (1) the rationale and
concepts focusing on readiness preparation for preschool children and development of
preschool children appropriate to their age to enable them to reach their full potential;
(2) the objectives to expand the opportunity for receiving the services on readiness
preparation and potential development to all children in the area and to alleviate the
parents burden on taking care of their children; (3) the administrative structure
comprising four aspects, namely. administration; academic affairs; buildings, facilities
and environment; and community participation and support; and (4) indicator standards
comprising 12 standards in four aspects, namely, standards of learner quality,
standards of instruction, standards of educational administration and management, and

standards of learning community development.
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