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This thesis has 3 objectives; 1) to study the development of Pak Moon Dam opposition
group 2) to study the public communication process among the dam oppositicn groug member 3) to
evaluate the public communication of the dam opposition group. The theoretical framework is based
on the notion of citizenship, community and communication rights.

The result of this research shows that the opposition group teams up and builds a network
to communicate with the government and the public in mzny ways, such as sending petitions to the
government, provincial authority and the Electricity Generating Authority of Thailand (EGAT), creating
many kinds of activities to air their grievances to the public. Moreover, in order to be understood and
sympathized, they also try to access the mainstream media and produce their own publicity material
to communicate with the pubiic.

As for the 3 selected cases of public communication in 2000; the dam siege, breaking into
the lawn of Government House, and the hunger strike. the Pak Moon opposition group was able to
draw a great deal of media attention. Hence, forcing the government to listen and to help solve their
problems, abeit partially

The research shows that the public communication process of the dam opposition group
could be seen as part of the new social movement. Their attempt is on protecting their community
right and to insist on theu citizen right rather than bringing down the government. Their main aim is to
keep their socio-cultural identity through public and political actions.

Their public communication process also creates new social and political experiences in the
Thai society. The movement of the group ignites a new social norm in public communication such as

public hearing and public inquiry, which reflect the essence of a democratic political and

communication culture.



