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This research is aimed at analyzing the process how Thai mass media construct and expand male and female
tennis players’ reputations, at comparing the differences in celebrity construction and expansion between male and female
tennis players, and at analyzing the role of Thai mass media in the celebrity construction and expansion. The research used

television, newspapers and the Internet as sources and applied in-depth interview and textual analysis method.

The result showed the three-step process of celebrity construction and expansion, comprising of the selection the
presentation and the reporting space allocation and Frequency. The selection criteria are informed source, capability,
performance, world ranking, popularity in the player’s own country and international level, attractiveness, and interest from
the media. All these criteria are influenced by the international media that presents the story of players for marketing
purposes. The difference in the selection criteria between male and female players is that the media pay no attention to the
male player’s attractiveness, but it is the main factor for a female player to be selected. The female player who is good-
looking and has pleasant personality will be in the priority to be selected. On the other hand, the unattractive female player
must use her capability and show outstanding performance in order to be selected and presented. There are many methods to
present a tennis player through the media such as news report, special report, articles, and reviews, which can present
various aspects of the player. The figurative language is used to convey emotional effects as well as the use of appealing
photographs. The issues presented involve a player’s capability, performance, attractive personality and look, habits, private

photographs, and his/her emotion in order to create an outstanding and memorable image.

After comparing the presenting of a male and female player, the researcher found that attractive personality of a
male player is not a subject of presentation, which is opposite to the female player’s. In case of the female’s presentation, the
unattractive player has to show her performance and strength more than the attractive one. The subjects concerning sexuality
of the unattractive player are more likely 1o be presented as jokes, while the sexuality of the attractive one is presented as
sexy and appealing. The role of the mass media can be arranged into order of importance; the role of presentation, selection,

giving definition, providing information, evaluation and a marketing tool.





