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! It is evident that in criminal process, the accused and the
defendant should possess the full opportunity of the right to defend their
cases. In the case that the accused or the defendant are deaf, the
aforementioned opportunity is limitted by the cause of their own physical
deficiency., Due to the fact the criminal process contains both complex
question of laws and of facts, deaf accused or defendant must obtain the
assistant of sign language interpreter in order to acknowledge and to

truely comprehend the proceeding against them.

' The writer of this thesis studies the criminal process aginst
deaf accused and defendant in Thailand and finds that legel provisions
pertaining to criminal progéeding in this country lacks procedural guarantee
of fundamental right for the deaf. This is so beause there is no provision
where sign language interpreter may be appointed to assist deaf accused
or defendant. Comparative study shows that in the United States of America
there are many revisions of law concerning the issue both in state and
federal level. Laws in the United States today are enactedyin such a way
that deaf person may enjoy fully the right to defend oneself. Pattern of
law reform in the United States may be utilized when the revision of Thai
law may;take place in the near future. .

, Lastly, this writer recommends appropriate methods of law revision
pertaining to criminal justice process for deaf in the future.



