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Certain large-scale land allocation project categories are required to submit Environmental
Impact Assessment (EIA) reports under the Enhancement and Conservation of National Environmental
Quality Act 1992 (NEQA1992) resulting in project delays and cost blowouts. This study explores current
problems with the approval procedures of the EIA as reported to thé Office of Natural Resources and
Environmental Policy and Planning (ONEP). This study examines EIA reports, approval meeting minutes,
related documents, and in-dept interviews with developers, EIA consulting firms, and expert review
committees. Projects approved in Bangkok and its suburbs between 2000-2004 A.C. are selected.

The research, investigated 26 approved projects. The actual procedure for these projects took
83 to 573 days while the NEQA1992 allowed for only 75 days. Consequently, the approval procedure for
land allocation and project commencement was delayed and cost more than it should have. The causes
of this delay include report revision or providing additional information to incomplete E!A reports,
incorrect information, and inappropriate measures to prevent or to correct project impact on the
environment particularly with regard to water flow systems, water treatment systems, water supply
systems, garbage treatment systems, traffic systems, land use, aesthetics, social and economic factors,
project details, and project construction specifies. There are 2 main causes of these problems. One is
that the developers didn't prepare necessary information to their EIA consulting firms out of ignorance or
lack of interest in EIA approving procedures. Another reason is the EIA consulting firms lack specialists in
various necessary of related disciplines and fields.

To mitigate the above problems, the researcher recommends that developers take some time to
study and understand the benefits of the EIA approval procedures, and work hand in hand with EIA
consulting firms by supplying them with complete and correct information. Developers should also study
environmental impact assessments which form part of feasibility studies so as to set up appropriate
alternatives to solve anticipated problems before project commencement. These measure should

eliminate the need for reapproval and resultant delays.



