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The Petch Khiong Chan Community is a community that has encroached on the public areas of Khiong
Pichai (Pichai Canal), which is administered by the Bangkok Metropolitan Administration. This has led to uncertainty
for those residing here. It has therefore been offered solutions in the concept, “People and Slums" that includes 4
slum networks that was initiated by the former Bangkok govemor, Phichit Rattakul, on September 1, 1998. The ideas
included moving the community or having residents of Petch Khlong Chan joining to improve the environment to make
it habitable as a pilot community. The objectives of this research are to study the process of moving the homes back
from Khlong Pichai, stuidy the housing, residents and relevant agencies of Petch Khlong Chan. This includes the
study of economic, physical and social conditions of the community before and after the adjustments to the
community, taking into account the viewpoints of community members, nearby community residents and members of
the relevant agencies. Data was collected by conducting interviews with Petch Khiong Chan residents and relevant
agencies' personnel, questionnaires distributed to members of nearby communities, observation, photography and
measurements of homes of Petch Khiong Chan residents.

Research results found the community consisted of 61 homes with 237 residents. Environmental problems
included encroachment on the khlong, or canal. Residents then wanted to develop the community and established a
building association and community foundation with a budget for development. These evolved because of the
following external factors: 1) the govemment granting the community the chance to either move or join in improving
the communities conditions with the assistance of government agencies. 2) the cooperation and support of NGOs is
establishing a system and budget. 3) the establishment of a network for assistance at the community level as well as
the following intemal factors: 1) Problems in coordination. 2) closure of access ways, which is a community problem.
3) education. 4) cooperation between community residents 5) necessary communication mechanisms, which the
community had to develop themselves. Still, there were economic hardships, and community members would also not
agree to move to the Chalong Krung housing project built by the National Housing Authority, which is far from areas of
employment. The nearby communities and government agencies saw the development of the community but still felt
they should move. Govemment agencies, NGOs and community groups they should be allowed to lease the same
areas, while some experts felt the community needed assistance to prepare themselves before they could be moved.
Therefore, a site needed to be located that would fit 3 required criteria, 1) relocation, 2) land sharing and reblocking
of public areas and 3) land sharing and allocation of rental properties.

Recommendations following this research are that the community must acquire the necessary funds, or
budget, and develop strong cooperation in order to find a location that meets all govemment iaws and requirements.
This could mean temporarily leasing the property, and then initiating a sharing and reblocking policy acceptable by
all. Hey must prepare themselves economically before making any move as well. The process must have the
community members at its core with govemment agencies and experts assisting to strengthen Petch Khlong Chan

community enough to succeed in their goals.



