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Thesis title: An Evaluation of Recreational Values of Khao Kheow Open Zoo,
Chonburi Province
Researcher: Mr. Phriwan Sirimun; Degree: Master of Economics
Thesis advisors: (1) Dr. Churai Tapvong, Associate Professor; (2) Dr. Anchana N. Ranong,

Associate Professor; Academic year: 2005
ABSTRACT

The principal objectives of this study were (1) to evaluate the recreational used
values at Khao Kheow Open Zoo, Chonburi Province (2) to study the willingness to pay of people
who never visited the Zoo and evaluate the recreational non-used values of Khao Kheow Open
Zoo, Chonburi Province and (3) to study the social-economic characteristics of both groups of
visitors and non-visitors. The data were collected by questionnaire during January to March 2004
and analyzed by Travel cost Method (TCM) and Contingent Valuation Method (CVM). Both the
recreational used and non-used values were evaluated. The sample size was 400 visitors and 100
non- visitors to the zoo.

The result indicated that travel cost and income level influenced people to make a
decision on a visit to Khao Kheow Open Zoo at 36.3 percentage value of predictive power. It was
found that the statistic significance of travel cost and income level negatively affected people’s
decision to visit Khao Kheow Open Zoo. The maximum willingness to pay in used value group
was 60.76 baht for adult and 27.98 baht for children. The maximum willingness to pay in non-
used value group was 55.35 baht for adult and 26.49 baht for children. In 2004, the value of
recreational benefits of Khao Kheow Open Zoo was estimated at 665 million baht in Travel Cost
Method (TCM) and 4,119 million baht in Contingent Valuation Method (CVM). And the non-
used value assessment of Khao Kheow Open Zoo was 2,748 million baht. The result from this
study was used for appropriately managing the zoo, allocating budget for a development of the

zoo and a determination of visiting fee.

Keywords: The Used Value, Khao Kheow Open Zoo, The Non - Used Value
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