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Abstract

The purposes of this research article were 1) to study the needs for early
childhood education management in the Phitsanulok Primary Educational Service
Area Office 3; and 2) to study the guidelines for early childhood education
management in the Phitsanulok Primary Educational Service Area Office 3. This
research was a mixed-methods study using both quantitative and qualitative
approaches. The sample consisted of 385 early childhood administrators and
teachers. The sample comprised 196 administrators and teachers, proportionally 69
administrators and 127 teachers, selected using simple random sampling. The
research instruments were a questionnaire validated by 5 experts with an 10C
reliability coefficient of .972, statistical analysis, and a needs prioritization index, and
a focused interview with 5 informants. Data were analyzed using content analysis.
The research results showed that 1) the overall need for early childhood education
management was .44, with the environment aspect having the highest priority index
at .49; and 2) the guidelines for developing early childhood education management,
according to experts, had the highest agreement in order as follows: (1) regarding the
environment, school administrators should develop both internal and external
environments, including psychological, personnel, and community aspects;
(2) regarding curriculum-based learning experiences, school administrators should
develop knowledge in organizing experiences, adhering to the core curriculum as the
main principle; (3) regarding developmental assessment, school administrators

should develop the use of technology in assessment in collaboration with parents;
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and (4) regarding curriculum objectives and content, school administrators should

develop ways to link content directly to the local context and culture.

Keywords: Needs, Management Guidelines, Early Childhood Education
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