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This thesis aims to cover the commoditization of funerals services that temples have
provided. It specifically focuses on the evolution of (1) Funeral service from a purely
traditional production of services as a commodity and (2) The role of temple as a service

provider in relation to such business.

The commoditization of funeral ceremony has evolved from which directly organized
and conducted solely by class relatives of those who passed away to which organized by a
section of a temple dealing with cremation services. There is a significant turning point of the
evolution process during the reign of King Chulalongkorn when the government allowed
temples to perform cremation services regardless of the status of those who obtain their
services. This gave room for the temples to convert their function into business activities. The
promulgation of a law concerning cremation ceremony in 1938 in particular, has facilitated

the expansion of business activities concerning cremation ceremony to a great extent.

The study has discovered that cremation ceremony currently is performed no longer
for religious purpose but mainly for presenting economic and social status of those who
passed away or their families. The consumption of status symbol has increased the price of
ceremony far beyond religious necessity and tends to lead to conflicting roles of temple as

being spiritual leader and that of business unit.





