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Abstract

TE 144356
Topic of Research Marginalization : A Conceptual Survey

Researcher Surichai Wun’Gaeo

This research aims at surveying the concept of marginalization and its application in
research both nationally and internationally. Although this process could happen to people,
areas, problems, locality or even countries, the focus here is on the marginalization of people.
As for the origins of the concept, there are four sources, namely, from the concept of “the
marginals” of the Chicago school of urban sociology, Latin American sociology of
development studies, British cultural studies school on youth subcultures, and Indian social
history school of subaltern studies. As for the state of research, academic writings and social
knowledge in Thailand, there appears to be inteicsts, on marginal peoples and groups under
the influence of the doctrine of national security, and in terms of minority, ethnic groups and
subcultures.  Later, in the recent decades or so, there are more of the marginalization studies
as such. From an international research perspective, it is clear that globalization has increased
the conditions for marginalization due to its centrifugal and centripetal forces. The accelerated
processes have brought with them uncertainties and new insecurities. Therefore, on the global
and internationai level, there have been increased interests in social justices and human rights,
particularly in relation to the issues of discrimination and governance. One concrete case is
that of the indigenous peoples with in the UN system, and the case of the Ainu people of Japan
1s cited.

Marginalization could also be viewed as a sociological response to globalization. This
concept helps, firstly, to capture the social phenomena of the impacts from those related
processes, secondly, to facilitate the consideration of the complexity of social disadvantages
and poverty, thirdly, to highlight the importance of discoursing practices and identity politics ,
and finally, to redress the one-sidedness of policy intervention such as those of targeting and
arbitrariness of top-down specification of the disadvantaged, to a more contextualized

understanding of the people under the structures of unequal power relations.



