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Abstract

This quantitative and qualitative study aimed to: 1) determine level of
entrepreneurs’ participation at Amphawa floating market in eco-tourism development and
2) examine the government mechanism and entrepreneur motivation factors that affect the
entrepreneurs’ participation. Questionnaires were used for quantitative data collection. The
sample consisted of five groups of entrepreneurs at Amphawa floating market, with a total of
386 people. For qualitative data, the in-depth interview was conducted with 12 persons
comprising of 2 entrepreneurs from 5 group, and 2 from the representatives of local government.
The quantitative data, were analyzed for percentage, mean, standard deviation, and Pearson’s
Product Moment Correlation Coefficient analysis. They content analysis was applied for the
qualitative data.

The research results revealed that:

1. The level of entrepreneurs’ participation in eco-tourism development was at
a moderate level, ranging from the highest to the lowest level as the aspect of: co-benefits,
co-operation, co-planning, co-follow up and evaluation, and co-making decision respectively.

2. The government mechanism factors and the entrepreneur motivation factors
had a positive correlation with the entrepreneurs’ participation significantly at 0.01 level. The
obstacles of eco-tourism development at Amphawa Subdistrict Municipality were related to lack
of eco-tourism knowledge, supports from government sector to publicize the essential information
to all entrepreneurs.

This research provide information for governmental mechanisms to promote the
entrepreneurs’ participation on eco-tourism. With direct communication with steak holders

though more participatory practice.
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