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ABSTRACT 2 4 G 7 5 2

The objectives of this research were to study basic information of farmer groups in the
locations of Chiantaburi Province and their participants roles in communities to quality
development on post-harvest handling of live mud crab. This research has utilized the
participatory action approach and focus group to collect the information regarding problems and
needs from the community, and then it summarized and designed the training program that is
most relevant to community’s genuine needs. The results show that the participants from the
communities had less understanding in post-harvest handling of mud crab. Most farmer used
native knowledge for storage and transportation with emersion condition in container e.g bamboo
basket, ring net , net bag, plastic bin, foam case, and sack. The farmers were satisfying with
regards to the quality of mud crabs 45.00 %, moderate satisfying 50.10 % and low satisfying 4.90
%. The most problems of quality were no firmness 72.73 %, death 15.40 % and quality defect
1.50 %. As for the results of chemical analyzing, the quality from sampling had low quality than
result analysis from laboratory. After determination and resolvable problems by their participants,
and training, it was found that the chilled live mud crabs stored at 15°C had the best survival rates
and lower drip loss. They composed of 77.2-80.1 % moisture, 0.20-0.27 % fat, 16.07-16.66 %
protein and 0.19-1.94 % ash. The results show that the participants from community have
improved their understanding in quality management and they can be useful to practice on the
post-harvest handling of live mud crabs.

Keyword: Participation, mud crab
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