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PHATTHARIYA THEPKHACHON : LAWS SUPPORTING FOR THE

ESTABLISHMENT OF WATER-USERS' GROUPS IN THE IRRIGATION

AREAS. ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. EATHIPOL SRISAWALUCK, 158 pp.

This thesis aims to study the establishment of water-users’ groups in the
irrigation areas to enable farmers to participate in the management of irrigation
water; and to legislate appropriate laws to support the establishment of water-usefs'
groups in the irrigation areas in accordance with principles stipulated in the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2550.

The study found that there were no existing legal provisions specifically on
the establishment of water-users’ groups in the irrigation areas. The existing laws
was not appropriate and did not facilitate and support activities of the water—useré’
groups. Results from the case studies of water-users’ groups found that the groups
encountered issues and various limitations in performing their activities and in their
involvement with the Royal Irrigation Department and local administrative agency; the
key reason was the lack of law supporting the establishment of water-users’ groups
to enable the groups to participate in the effective management of the irrigation and
maintenance of the irrigation system at the farm level.

Hence, there should be legislation of an appropriate laws to support the
establishment of water-users’' groups in the irrigation areas which clearly defines
procedures involved in its establishment, the authority and function, structure of the
management of the water-users’ groups as well as the rights and responsibilities of
farmers who use the water. Such laws will support and promote water-users’ groups
to be able to participate in the effective management and maintenance of irrigation

system at the farm level.





