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This thesis studies the Siamese Palatine Law, which was part of the Three Seals Code. This law,
occasionally amended through the ages, reflects the contexts of Siamese history from the Ayutthaya period up
till 1805. Since it was a law controlling the royal court or the king’s household, the Palatine Law is a key
document in studying the various issues concerning the king, the khunnang, and other courtiers serving the
monarch.

A close study and analysis of the Palatine Law illuminates three major topics most clearly :

Firstly, the divinity or sacral status of the king as a Buddha and a deity;

Secondly, royal customs and ceremonies, including court protocol, all of which served to
emphasise the king’s exalted status;

Thirdly, the relationship between the king and his courtiers, which included issues of hierarchy;
relationships between the king and the officials, and with the women of the Inner Court; and lastly (but most

prominently) the duties of the courtiers towards the monarch.





