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Abstract
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It is generally agreed today that intellectual property plays an important role in economic
growth. Intellectual property is referred to in the framework of WTO and FTA negotiations, in
trade, merchandise production and in everyday life as well as in literary works and the
entertainment sector. IP protection is a popular issue discussed everywhere and everyday.
Thailand has provided legal protection of IP for more than 100 years. It is member of various
international agreements and conventions. However, the attention was given only to protection of
IP rights and IP law enforcement. IP creations and commercialization have so far received very
little attention. In fact, all the four components are important and interdependent; not a single one

can be ignored. Innovation in product inventions and IP commercialization are instrumental to the
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competitiveness of a country. Therefore human resource development in creativity is necessary,

for it is the basis for the country’s growth.

Up until now, IP development in Thailand has been carried out in varied, scattered
directions. The Thailand Research Fund (TRF), being well aware of the vital need for a national
policy and strategic plan in developing an IP-oriented society, has funded Chulalongkorn
University Intellectual Property Institute (CUIPI) to do a research on “the Roadmap and National
IP Strategy.” The research focuses on compilation of ideas and experiences of various sectors
(See attached name list). Approximately 10 brainstorming sessions have been conducted, with
participants consisting of 70 researchers from CUIPI and other institutes, including foreign
experts invited through the Kenan Institute Asia. The outcome was a national roadmap and
strategies in intellectual property in the form of a 5-year and 10-year plan that covers the main
components of IP, namely, IP creation, commercialization, rights protection, and law
enforcement. Recommendations are provided in detail in the concluding section of the research
work. It is with fervent hope that the research result will be useful to the development of the
nation’s competitiveness, that Thai people will be more innovative-minded, and Thailand will

progress to become a truly IP society eventually.



