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TE 143477

This research aims at analysing the role of the BBC Thai Service during a 60-year period, from B.E 2484 to
2544 (A.D. 1941-2001) within the context of developments in Thai society. The Study is presented within a conceptual
framework of international broadcasting, the role of the mass media, propaganda and international public relations.

The quantitative methodology of this study comprises documents, interviews, and programmes selecled
from the BBC Thai Service. The research findings are as follows:

1. During World War I, the BBC Thai Service disseminated news, information and propaganda truthfully,
thus enhancing its reputation for reliability and veracity. It became the main news channel for the Thai political elite,
the upper class, the rich and the civil servant.

2. During the Military Regime (B.E.2485 - 2516 or A.D. 1942-1973), after World War Il, the BBC Thai Service
followed its public service remit, teaching the English language and popularising British ways of life and traditions.

3. During the Early Days of Democracy (B.E. 2516 — 2518 or A.D. 1973 - 1976), the BBC Thai Service
attracted those interested in world affairs and became the reference pomt for the general public in times of crisis.

4. During the Clash of Political Ideologies (B.E 2519 - 2531 or A.D. 1976 -1988). the BBC Tha! Service
became the main source of news for Thai intellectuals, university students and political dissidents who fought the
government in the jungle. Its broadcasts were often quoted by heavily-censored local media.

5. During the Return Of Cemocracy (B.E. 2531- 2535 or 1988 ~ 1992), businesspeople tuiiicd to the BBC
Thai Service in large numbers for its coverage of up-to-date business and economic news. The BBC Thai also
managed to expand its audience via short-wave transmission to overseas Thais-- essentially those working in the
Middle East.

6. During the Pernod of Full-Fledged Democracy {B.E.2535 - 2544 or A.D. 1992-2001), the BBC Thai Service
has served as an invaluable source of information for the country's leadership, members of the government and the
public at large. The latter group has benefited most from the BBC in times of crisis, when access to impartial and
independent information about Thailand was severely restricted. The BBC has also broadcast informative and
educational programmes, thus fulfilling a significant gap on the local airwaves. At the same time, it undoubtedly
serves as a vehicle for better cultural and diplomatic understanding between the British government and the Thai

public.



