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Uniqueness of Isaan Handcrafts in Buddhism-Related Woodwork :

A Case Study of Ubon Ratchathanee
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Abstract

Buddhist handcrafts are handcrafts or utensils used in Buddhist cele(&lnlm(}eigs,gboth
auspicious and inauspicious, with significance as cultural artifacts with the social implication of
the community. The aim of this research is to examine the uniqueness, development, as well as
belief regarding Buddhist handcrafts of Ubon. The research was conducted with qualitative and
empirical methodology on more than 80 temples from 14 districts in Ubon Ratchathanee. The
Buddhist handcrafts can be categorized into 1) pulpits, 2) waterspouts, 3) candle rails 4) palm-
leaf book stands, 5) Buddha statue houses. With random sampling, the results yield that the
uniqueness of the Buddhist handcrafts of Ubon Ratchathanee is present in the class aspect, which
is classified into 3 groups: 1) Buddhist handcrafts by enchoric craftsmen — proficient craftsmen
who self-develop from commoner craftsmen, with influence in terms of ideas and craftsmanship
from the court, both Bangkok court and Lan Chang (Laotian) court. The predominant uniqueness
is lacquerware with gold inlay and mosaic. This style is mostly seen in temples in the urban area
or temples with highly accepted or charismatic abbots. 2) Buddhist handcrafts by regional
craftsmen—villagers who are not professionals but have the fairly good level of skill or
competence respected among the villagers. Most of the craftsmen are people in the community.
The predominant uniqueness is gaudy color or application of local material and nontraditional
designs. 3) Buddhist handcrafts by foreign (Vietnamese) craftsmen — craftsmen from outside
culture. These are the Vietnamese who fled to take temporary refuge in Isaan during the Vietnam
War. Their style is influenced by Chinese art. The Vietnamese in Ubon Ratchathanee live in the
urban and suburban areas. All the three groups still uphold the tradition of using the dragon as
the important symbolic animal in all categories. Besides, there are other animals such as the
crocodile and the lion that hav® great influence on the mythical belief of this kind of handcraft,
especially the naga, which is a concept derived from the tradition of snake worshipping. This is
seen in the way the naga form was used in almost every element of the configuration of every
product. This corresponds to the theory that the naga is a symbol in a cult belief of people in
the Khong basin or the god of earth and water and a sign of an animal in support of
Buddhism. The categories of the Buddhist art in this context are: 1. Pulpits, which are classified _

into 2 types: 1) short pulpit, or precept seat and 2) pulpit with an adorned top. These pulpits can be
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categorized by material and adornment into 3 types: bricks-and-plaster, wood, and plaster-and-
wood, with the bricks-and-plaster and plaster-and-wood types being the distinguished uniqueness
of Ubon that cannot be found in any other regions. 2. Waterspouts, which are classified into 2
types: 1) common two-legged waterspouts and special waterspouts with animal figures at the
bases of the legs and 2) waterspouts with 4 legs, such as lion legs and ordinary legs. The main
material is hardwood. These waterspouts has the uniqueness that is not present elsewhere. 3.
Candle rails, which are classified into 2 types: 1) adorned candle rail and 2) common candle rail.
The main material is hardwood, with metallic a rail for holding small candles and symbolic animal
ornamentation. 4. Palm-leaf book stands, which are classified into 2 types: 1) cross-legged stand
and 2) step stand. The main material is hardwood. 5. Buddha statue houses, which are classified
into 3 types: 1) house of the shadow of Naga, 2) porch house and 3) leaf-shaped house. The
material varies. For example, there are wood, stone, or animal parts such as cattle horns or ivory
tusk.

Summary and Rec;ommendations: With the adaptation according to the new social
structure in Isaan during reign of King Rama III-King Rama V, all these handcrafts have been
affected. Moreover, the outside factors, such as the coming of the Vietnamese, played a part in
adding color to the handcrafts. Especially in Ubon, which is the religious center of Isaan, the
monks were sent to study dharma in Bangkok. The political circumstance in the time of Field
Marshal P. Piboon Songkram was also a factor. All these greatly influenced changes in taste and
form in the Buddhist handcrafts of Ubon. Thus, the body of knowledge of these handcrafts
should be expanded, and other kinds of Buddhist art, too, in terms of research and publicity for the

continual preservation of this kind of craft.

Keywords : Buddhist handcraft/ pulpit/ waterspout/ stand/ candle rail/ Buddha statue house/
Ubon Ratchathanee



mIvey
L’
win
a a
naAnssulszmea n
unAadenu Ing <
UNARLONHIBINGH 3
MUy 2
M IUYNN %
i
uni
1 uni
1.1 anudusuazanuddglumsdam 1
[ [4
1.2 Jagilszasnveansinu 4
) ada o
1.3 sziln35 39y 4
1.4 Yo UIWAMSANYN 5
/a 1 o
1.5 Usz Tominmaites 185y 5
1.6 TowAmsiiane 6
2 1iipagua : WanMImsfal s s s tazwszynsmau
y
2.1 sziamsauiiesqua (Taedauvil) 10
v
2.2 nizynseanaeailequa 16
2.3 wizwnsmanadelgzumsdnases 20
2.4 wigntiygAansUnasesnaizasal sA.121 (W.A.2446) 21
2.5 WamsauAalzauraz Sausssuilesqua 24
[ d a & LY a 4
3 iendnualuazafnuweluauynstinafailiiesgua
®
3.1 ynsviandail 31
) 1 L ﬂl
3.2 wnswaoAadlveudlosquasuidnnununeursgunydng - 32
a ¢ ' v _a P a2
3.3 maAnIATEHOuTYnsaafadndunsdifnu 34
3.3.1 s39anay 26
33280180 ,18980 145

3.3.3 a'ldiou | 216



a131iey (Ae)

3 v ad
3.3.4 YUINAUAT
3.3.5 (TOUNTEYNE

4 unagluazdeaueuny

' y
4.1 nquit 1 ysvinadadlguuiiie eitudies

[
=

y
4.2 nquil 2 wnsveodadlgiuuailile sheiurhu
4.3 nqui 3 wnsvieodAadgiuuushedeiu (shegau)
4.4 Joreuouny

UITANYNIN

Usz IR0

242
261

280
280
281
286
289
292



=n.

MAN

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
1/
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MM

UHUNTINIAGUATIHEN
CN wva o
siidsuialoneullszidmans nuudu
1 4
fadeAanszesd
AMINANIANAN
- "o
913NUDINTTUTNIIY [oamsusadansz sz
- o 2
dszndinsaziaunuinuluanuygialn
' = °
MuoNRYIM
a 4 a = 4
W32QU1A AR50 1Az AUAINITZUNIITNA
a a o 3
sz Ay d (U7 yuuin)
dszmdluvifisunssunlugausng ieagua
ot :
P LM
sUwuvAszunumadninngamne
[ 9 al
nsvglusninerqua
guuuuTdswesiaithlng
a d o
WizAgalsad 3 luva
do
Tuaddagilguisw
' o _d
AuWot Y M gUa
e o 1 [{ 1
nfSvuieuiausssuaugesssad lunqunga
¢ 1 [
sUuuusssnadanaygIuluiausssudauiiowgua
¢ ¢ ]
SITNAUANALIAZHPTITNTUNTUATOILEA
I 'ow o & 1 :‘
ssnnadlunguiausssusiydninguindinsze
S ¢ oAy g
5ITNAUAMIOTITNIMIIAANY BT BUIEA
VW o a 4 a
grumulailutha Tundmeludu
¢ 4 oA oy
MOFITUIAUNTUATOWEATNAY NN UTIUILBIgUA

¥
vessunmianaeiutiy

10
11
12
13
14
16
17
3
22
23
25
26
28
29
30
35
36
37
37
38
41
42
46



=n.

AN

26
27
28
29
30
31
R
33
34
35
36
37
38
39
40
41
42
43

45
46
47
48
49
50
51
52

o \
MIVYMN (AD)

vy
1 L4 ]
yewduguressInalanamanutimg
1 o A u’:!y 9
duduTounesssuainutu
y
1 ¢
uaAINgUUETTIIIMINT IR Uy
1 v A o L4 2 o =
ygwdusIToumimesssuainuuiu@eud
yoauduToumianesssuad
1 o L4 4
Yo ugeandInImess Iyt
ed X g
JUnsasTTIMiRENULIY
(dy a v a
sunsesssnaimonuviindnna
de = v a 1 ] dy 9
sUnsassTnaliReuuviininfisedeanagiaiudiy
3
ssrunmiiAs anagailesgua
0 @ . 1
WA MAUAAITT TUUATIFHY

Y] 1 e‘dy - 9 a
ANy AIUNISITAIASN 19 Tudy

v
a o

vy ] 3
daudiseuminfauanamaiuthuiisusueninadadsvinmaiuiiios

¢ 4 oA
MosITINANANaYIIRUIBY

¢ od & &
vosssumilasssadiRenuiiesqua
[ do
daugruvessainaiiathunszieu

1 1 4
A2AA LU TANAYNYIUAIUTIUNBTTTUIAY
1 d‘da a a v 9 s

verwdugunianinafdalzangruiathunszifou

@ dao a a o ¢ 1 Ay A
sildnidyyziFainlanesssunaianameaiuiiion

v o d‘ L] 1 1
sUdnIdygenlnngegluauanies
1 o J:: 9 a
drutiu'lavesssuamiiatunszi@eu
1 o Y] ¢ v [
drudasounilanes sy Yaadene
Y- | /d" - o ] []
MiTounesssunainuiies Janeyulng
vy
AIUUBAN DT I TN UL DY
1 d 3 % 4 e’:‘
AIUYDAN DT TUN AU N UL DU UNTIT AN AV UFOUF UL LIDULN
da [ :
vosssuauoaiulutouguiii v

4 dy 1 4’!‘ A
FITUITUAYTANAYNNULNDY

48
50
51
55
55
56
58
62
62
63
64
65
67
70
71
77
78
79
81
81
83
84
86
89
92
94
95



=n.

AN

54
55
56
57
58
59
60
61
62
63
64
65
66
67
68
69
70
71
72
73
74
75
76
77
78

U L
MIVYNN (AB)

L4 dy 4 o 1 dy A [
ﬁisn1fmmmmnuwuﬂaqa‘mwumanﬂwum"lwa

4 :Iy s w 1 ' 4" A
TITNITURAY LUUVUNUNBYNTYANAYINWULNDY

a a o

y

nqusIInaliRedninasrdninngaunng

n’dy dy =) a o a
s IIAIREN LB LIWINNA

o Jd”
JUnsaminsssnmiiag
9 [ @ Jd, d:‘ A
JUnsadumdminsssnmlinewuLiliea
1 (d" ' dy =)
NQUETTUIAIRYANaY 1IN UIDY
3 v
nqussTmliAvanaseiules $1u1nTyy
de 1 d” A

sIsnaliRueanay i uilesd ey

4 + a4 a 1 )
vosI TN unIuAalzanas g uilogua

> . 4 a 1

usseimamelunesssnaunsuissufalzanamagu
vessunaidaiiiu Sarsulauasaiteersual

¢ 4 4 3/
MOBITUNAULLLUNTUATBINOHAUIATES |1]
1 o ' 1 @
duguauseussTAdanaTegyIu JasTsuas
' do
dugumesssinauinsIsuay
1 a o 4 4 1
AN TN T UNOBITINAUNTUATBING

v do o

o 4 . 'd @ I'4
Tulansiunesssinauginguiauazsesiudae unedaidgydnyel
dausiFounessrnamianaieguiasssuas
damifeunessnnamianaregu veeianiuia
X o o a a ' v A P
ygrwaraaeyuiuyudenusnauduaTeuYeIresI TN
[ ]
YA IUIDANRINIMOTI TUAIARAI LI
AIUYBANAINATEIND IATITUAL
VAU TANUAIL S I IUEDAYBITT TN IASTTNAS
4 1
MOFTTNIANANAYINYIY
4 1 ] 1 u‘dy
V193U No UL TTALLATMITANLAL BITUIAULAY

VYT 1ALIDUATIUAINAY

2

96

97
100
101
103
104
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
130



AN

=n.

80
81
82
83
84
85
86
87
88
89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104

LY \
MIVYNIN (AB)

9y
L4 1 1 (BN
synnadineanagerhuayu ngeyuiles
9y
o 1 o
sITualiAsIUUT I iaunsiiess Tass
amaeiduidouTasyay T
vy
d ]
vessnnavanareiutiy
¢ & 24
ssnnainsnieldnTaju
o 4 9 L4 =
T lasssieigdin vagsssunmiiai@en
d [] = - =}
vosssuadanayatu lulosanys
Pl ¢ A
FITUNAUINAIATEIN Y
4 ] -4 1w ]
vesIsualanareiuilioagainiuga ln
9 o 9
amauduresssuiad Jatunaae
o A & yyvo
vosssuImingayunia i ingenszien
¢ & dyye v a
vosssaiasunsald dathunszipou
inSoeAnuAd luvaLn
s Yy A
amatudu Tusuuaaniseaasadiiiesgua
Uszndinsenasy
o ° 9 ad A v
g198angni N 1F lunmsns luayyioud
=1
8198ANT0 18980
YU UAAINITIATSS
. a A aa P
UEAAINITIASUUATRINT lUNTaaase Tulipanaanszug
Cd
LAAINITIAATINTS AN
T A T
Tesgaanoyanuiien
uaasns 19 Taesaluauysieum
L4 = A ad 1 ad =
mMIgaasInseasal lnslinseslsenounnstaluinensalus v
A1T8AATILUFIITIY
NANe

[

NzavuiInegnan

131
132
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
150
151
152
153
154
155
155
157

158



AMN

=hn.

105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
130

MUy (Av)

y
sinsegneaanagaiutiu Januesliun
1 Ay 9/ 4” A
g19gAanayIINUTIUN B
' Ay 9/ dy A ! A
ggaanar iU Ui uilesanayaiiodgua
¥ 9y
gngaanariuiuiatud
y ]
g19gaanNaT IR0 VBN IanUBINZ U
gugauazsIMAndmiunufiouns Sanyiu
y
g1EALLLANAY NN ULEIB
y
ggaanasIenuIuingRnsz@n

1 Ay 3) [ L4
NN aﬂﬂqa‘nwwumu 'JﬂWi:SIiﬂ‘N

v do @ d a 1 dy 9 d’ A
gllu‘u';u*cm’Jﬂiyaﬂymmnmmugmawaﬂwumuwumaaqua

siuuudmgusesiianealudnymeeieg

y
diuhfusneaniediugsiugluuumeanageiuihuaziuusanads

[ 9y
dawanudsgimgnnadudiiszinehesndmiuaaass

ANNUTAIUAATOUNTOITVINIATIITY

ay 9/ o '
Teaganuthuianuesliun

y
dud1dagen meanasenuiios
y
gganguanaeutiu
v

g1gANguIIIRUTIY

y
3/

vy
daunngngamuanaiuuaziule

AIUN1NENTA

aududIuiign aﬂﬁfsaiwqﬁmﬁm
aududiuriags aﬂﬁqa‘ﬁwﬁmﬁm
aududiuiag aﬂﬁthqf{mﬁm
AIUN281980

o o

YA IUNALAIR28198A

v

daugrusesiuanganldyldyyziudainueunieniu

L)

159
160
161
162
162
163
164
165
166
168
170
171
172
174
175
177
178
179
180
181
187
188
189
190
197
199



MA

=h.

131

132
133
134
135
136
137
138
139
140
141
142
143
144
145
146
147
148
149
150
151
152
153
154
155
156

MIUYNIN (A0)

aMuduLaaId U198
durIvegegai laauvsaiiioagua
v

durigneaanaranuiieslutausssudaiu
duragnead lnamuveiiowgua
#1980 lUNQUIIINAIUTDIND NN TZUN

1 o ‘!y d‘v 9
Fun28198a lunuNIausssuaaould

1 a (] ] o 4
MIANUAIEEaReRal I Uog 9T e s uny
dauvirgnealunouilesqua
81989 IAvu09a 19y a1lil.a1n
] J A = Y v

Tesgaanaranuioadssiuni fadazing

1 heY ] a s é = 4 o o o/
AIUANUANTNNIALTIUNINANE T UNIAM UBIR 19 Y

= - 1 o 1
nsueudauiagneaszninlnsqua

=S o
JUnsuazswazivunevealudaiu
1 d’l‘ - o/ 1 sSa

Taagauuvuanaseanuiiosineniila

g198a luuSundenuIny

uansdnyauza ldneuludausssvanduuinazanday

uansan dmeuludausssvaydauiazen ldimeuly add.an
9 [Y a o o o [ kY

g lamonludmusssuardaunasdansuy lu S ausssudiuul

5 Y a v A 3) v 9 °
Ltﬁﬂﬂﬁ‘l’JvlﬂLVIUulL‘U‘]J‘ﬁiillmﬂf]ﬁ?ﬂQW‘u‘lﬂu IAUTUALLY

¥y
IFuiou uuvanasesnutii Janads

v e
o

a a4 d" 9 = o dy a 4 adda o
mmuuLmuwumuwunaﬂwunumegimnmﬂﬂaﬂwnm

y
g7 Ao anameiuthu
Y y = 4 o
adu a2 ldfieuuuunsuaies Sansesgaiuaia

] ¥
slamldifisunuunsuniesmeanagsituiion

9 A 1 d’ A v A <o
El'\’]vlﬂL‘VIUNLLUU‘WNLF\?’EN?(‘IU?TQ’G‘HN‘Wulllﬂﬂ?ﬂﬁiT‘W‘ﬁ‘lfU

9y & 1 Ay A [ 1 1
g7 WAifsunuunsunissanasaiuiesiaayulng -

201
202
203
204
205
206
207
208
209
210
211
211
212
213
214
216
217
218
220
221
221
222
223
224
226
228



AN

=n.

157
158
159
160
161
162
163
164
165
166
167
168
169
170
171
172
173
174
175
176
177
178
179
180
181
182

MIUYNIN (A0)

Y A a a a =
anldiisunuunsanies siladuFuiioude
a ! d o 1

swazduadIuenlsznoumslszauanie

4 1 1
asntlsznoun Tassadinvesdugiuen Idineuluuaaz iy
1 4 [ 1
daussnszneumsdszavaniag
siliedneen ldinouluiausssuan
@ ' 9 = a o 9 9 =
faetgn ldneuluusuniausssunandudruasday

9y
a1 lAiflsuanareiuiios Jaumsig Wesslass

yssnmanieluufuynsiaofadan difsussnisvedlmisuveun

i mt N A = AR o g P
g1 ldnoudaulunsuniunmadausssudu

Y A ad o 1 o 9y A Y ]
g1 lamouludddenumdmunuan Idineuaie v
s lAdumeanayanale Jaunisig
a ] o 9 9y 3
Aatzauraludausssy Insanduuuazd e

= v ad o
H‘]J‘Wizﬁiillﬂllﬂii)ﬂ'lﬂiuﬁﬂluﬁﬁilm'l'fl

e

a
uATluaiu

'
a o Ja

d' d' o v o
wanduMnneutes luimusssuauns luau
RS O v ad A A g F
alduendrizeiseansedoyaiosdu
MINZIUY IANTETIREIUAD
o 9 = as
waasdnyaems lgnumnzid luidnmsdnmn
:: . o
FUIAUAT luaIu
9y '
Junzgy Luueg1enuns la
I'd 1 o ® 1
ansznaudIulseAuAnIAY
= S o 9 1 9 o A o o
mnzioe nuuianyae Inssadedu lvddu milouTazwu
3 o o 1 ay .:i
Fu19AuAs luau luduusnnunmsAnm
's @ )
uerasgUnsalilazanyusMInsdnyIsssnlusu
v
uamemsanuas daudunzideluiesnarsiaumisg

9y y
JunziBonuumeanareiuilewuusanalea

]
BN

229
230
231
232
234
235
236

237

238
239
240
241
242
243
244
245
246
247
250
252
253
254
255
255
256
257



=n.

AN

183
184
185
186
187
188
189
190
191
192
193
194
195
196
197
198
199
200
201

(" Y
MIUYNN (AD)

o a o ¢ a
Junzidennnuazauysangaveuilogua

: 4d a " oad a 1 a
anilagnssunnuAalzauseauns luaunlaawulugaiu

a -]

wisuisuwszdulvsfadzuuSounszynsgdvuiadn
wizum lunquimusssuan dunuazdds
FounszynsgduuuFeuundsnnionssdulug
A A A 9 1 dy &
FounseynsjluuuiTeumnlsnnsensedy a1 anuies

Sounszumsgduuuee 9

=t = A a d’l S o )
msufFeumey Seunszuns il luuTuniunimusssuanaluunasou q

1 1 ] 9 9 s o =
uaasmsanuasdIureuaveanss Iddulvandrgadoniy
=) =)
FoUNTTANsJULUVTOUYY
A et A 1 d’ )
FounszinsjduvuFeuunmsalumnanayeiuiies
) A 1 ay )
SounszynsjluuuFeuumanseluimuanayanuiies
AadeuuSounseyns luTausssurthu
=t ) o a 9/ a o o @ 1 :‘ g
Wisuisuynsdaafadsnithudau fusrdninguindmszen
= = 3 1 dy 9/ dy A
msufSeumeugduuunsedu lvaas nssurmanasanuinuNuies
msufSsuisufalzuuFeunseynsgd lunoudaiunan
Founsewnsgl Wivugsyy moludumialasgl
asAnufSsuieunszureludausssuaniaeia Tus

A - 3 [ a L4
Founsznnsjlnnndrunzadn JanTuasud

258
260
261
262
263
264
265
266

267
268
269
270
271
272
273
274
275
276
271





