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AMIDST THE CHANGING PUBLISHING AND
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ABSTRACT

A case study of self-publishing writers amidst the changing publishing and
printing business environment aims to examine the environment of the publishing
and printing business over the past three years and analyse opportunities for self-
publishing writers (who create and publish their works, often, in limited editions
without a publisher) in this changing environment. The study employed qualitative
methods, including in-depth semi-structured interviews and well-designed
questionnaires, to explore problems and obstacles in operations arising from both
external and internal changes. The study also investigated the emergence of the
trend of hand-made writers among several stakeholders of the publishing business:
publishers, printers, writers, and readers. It demonstrated that over the past three
years, the number of printed books has decreased from the perspective of
publishers, while the number of e-books has increased. This shift is seen as an
opportunity for development and adaptation of business practices. From the
perspective of hand-made writers, there has been a growing trend and increasing
popularity of hand-made writing due to various factors, including high wages,
freedom in choosing book formats, and the opportunity to obtain copyrights of their
works.
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