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ABSTRACT

Topic : Research Project for the Designs and Developments of
Pakhit Community Centre, Ban Kampra, Hua Tapan District, Amnat

Charoen Province

Researcher - Mrs Rujara Wongsamart
Institute : Ubon Ratchathani University
Department : Faculty of Applied Art and Design 2 4 3 8 29

The objective of the Design and Development Research Project, at Pakhit Community
Public-Private Partnership Centre, in Ban Kampra, was to study the development of designs and
adaptation of Pakhit a certain kind of cloth. Also to study the marketing and the demands for the
products produced with Pakhit cloth. Then to feed back the results of the research for further
design and development of products from Pakhit cloth.

The research process included in-depth interviews and observation by participating,
and non-participating, members of a group of representatives of Pakhit Community Public-
Private Partnership Centre, Ban Kampra.

Observation — users of products, produced from Pakhit cloth, at OTOP City Fair in
Muang Tong Thani, the OTOP Fair In Ubon Ratchathani, adapted Pakhit products in clothing
shops and products seen, being worn by people in daily life. ©Observation and information, about
the demand for Pakhit cloth products for further design and development, was obtained from
users, with regards to the product designs and the assessment of pleasure obtained from wearing
the products.

The focus of the project was to adapt Pakhit cloth products in a contemporary way,
due to the discovery that hand-woven Pakhit cloth is being over-produced, with a limited market
and lack of suitable connections between the weavers and the people who can adapt the cloth into
desirable designs and contemporary styles. Those connections are necessary for the rotation of
raw materials, production, the selling of goods and income distribution.

The choice of Pakhit Community Partnership Centre, Ban Kampra, for a project of
products adapted from experimental cloth development was due to the fact that the group at

Pakhit Community Partnership Centre has had a long history of weaving Pakhit cloth, with the
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use of natural colours. However, because the cloth wasn’t popular, initially, and because of a
lack of development in weaving the cloth, it was adapted to make bags and cushions by the
community.

People, later, started using factory woven cloth because of it’s cheaper price, and
because products could be made and sold at a cheaper price. This caused a problem with
relationships between the weavers and the people producing goods from cloth because they
weren’t supporting each other.

If there isn’t an understanding about how to promote the value of traditional, original
products, the group of hand weavers and painters of natural colours will cease to exist soon and
the group of bag and cushion producers will be the only ones left producing cheap goods.

In this case we made a research questionnaire before the development and adaption of
the hand-woven Pakhit cloth into new products asking if we could, or couldn’t, create a new
market for Pakhit cloth and can give it greater value.

Findings from the study showed that the hand-woven Pakhit cloth should be adapted
to produce contemporary products.Due to limitations in the hand-weaving process there is only
one striped Khit design, and only one colour, and maintaining the same colour in the stripes,
throughout, is difficult. Because the design colours are not harmonious it makes it more difficult
to adapt the cloth for use in everyday life.

They decided to solve these problems by dividing them into two separate
developments. They will develop the hand-weaving of the cloth with Khit stripesand they will
separately develop the adaptation of the cloth into saleable products. The development of the
hand-woven cloth with Khit stripes — the cloth is to be given some decoration designs, they will
find ways to reduce the weaving time of a piece of cloth, they will reduce the principal costs by

using different colouring for the hand-woven cloth.

Decorative Pakhit solves the problem of cloth wastage during adaptationbut they have to
weave the products, for decoration and design, with khit stripe colours which are
homogenous(all the same colour). They will choose colours for the khit stripes that stay
homogenous during the weaving process. To achieve this they will use special thick cotton

(fai khen) and use the same base colour of the cloth but focus only on the khit stripes to give
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dded dimension to a piece of cloth and provide harmony in the whole woven piece.

The principle idea of adapting Pakhit cloth into products is not to adapt the whole woven piece of
tiped Pakhit cloth for adaptation but to use decorated Pakhit because it can reduce the number of repeated
tripes by giving it an important focus. This is in order to give it a distinguished mix between the base colour
f the woven cloth and other painted, natural colours.

The result of the development is that the products produce a higher principal fund than before by
n average of 43% and sell at a higher price by an average of 115%.

From the questionnaire asking about the pleasure gained from buying the products and
omparisons between the adaptions of the old Pakhit and the redesigned new-style Pakhit adaptions, it was
ound that a previous marketing group had not understood the reason for the higher pricing of the new
roducts and held the prices at the same level as before. They hadn’t realized that the new products had a
igher value. They believed that it didn’t matter whether the products were hand-woven cloth and printed
vith natural colours or factory woven cloth, painted with chemical colours, but the thing that mattered was th
heap price. However, in the market for the new, contemporary style products, most of the users were
eenagers and workers and in this group, price wasn’t the most important thing. The modern, contemporary
tyle of the products was what interested them most and was the most important reason for buying them. No
hey can take the adapted Pakhit products and use them with other suitable products where redesign can creat
nterest in people.

In the conservative group market, the product users are people who work in the areas of art,
;ulture, social develof)ment and government officers. The users in this group are still interested in
naintaining traditional moral principles and continuing to use the Pakhit cloth that has a unique, original sme
ind character but is designed in a contemporary product system.

The assessment results from the questionnaire shows that the Pakhit Community Partnership
Centre still wants to keep the old market for which they can only sell certéin products but the newly designec

sroducts can be adapted to open new market groups in the future.
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