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Abstract

The objective of this research was to study the election campaign of a
mayoral race in Kota Baru Subdistrict, Raman District, Yala Province in terms of
1) factors the affected voters’ decisions to vote for a candidate and 2) the relationship
between voters’ media exposure behavior and factors that affected their decisions to
vote for a candidate.

This was a quantitative research. The sample population was 400 voting
age people living in Kota Baru Municipality in Raman District, Yala Province. The
research tool was a questionnaire. Data were statistically analyzed using frequency
distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation, t test and f test.

The results showed that 1) factors the affected voters’ decisions to vote for
a candidate were, in order of importance, (1) the candidate’s qualifications, such as
being well known, having good communication skills, being educated beyond the
level of bachelor’s degree, having good human relations, honesty, good personality,
and being someone the people can rely on; (2) policies, such as  promoting
cleanliness in all areas, repairing and maintaining roads, supporting tourist sites,
creating jobs and increasing income for the people, allocating a budget for medical
equipment and public health work, organizing activities to promote good relations
between different areas in the municipality, and promoting fitness and sport, in that
order; (3) the candidate’s political party or group, such as its reputation, its size, its
policies to benefit the public, the quality of most of its members, its past work results,
the extent to which it has fought for and upheld democracy, its ideals, and its
administrative and development capacity, in that order; and (4) the campaign, such as
the use of new media, the use of personal media, the use of loudspeaker vehicles on
every route, and the presentation of positive policies and work results, in that order.
2) As for the relationship between voters’ media exposure behavior and factors that
affected their decisions to vote for a candidate, overall, media exposure was medium.
The sample population was exposed to Internet media the most, followed by TV,
radio and newspaper in that order. This indicates that at present Thai people tend to be
exposed to Internet more than other media, but many people are still exposed to TV
because it is easy to access for every age group. Not many people are exposed to
newspaper media because they can get their news from the Internet instead. Radio is
the medium people are exposed to the least because most people do not find it
interesting.

Keywords: Election campaign, Mayor of Kota Baru Subdistrict, Kota Baru
Municipality
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