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provide the animal with opportunities to express natural behaviours essential for the animal9s 
9 (author9s translation)  
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8proper9
across these fields. Exploring how 8proper animal 

welfare9 has been 4 4
8 9

the scope of cat owners9 duties4

was limited to brief references to the UK9s Animal Welfare Act 2006 and Germany9s Animal 

4
4
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How should the term 8proper welfare9 under Thai animal welfare law be interpreted in 

1. How has 8proper animal welfare9 been philosophically and scientifically conceptualised 

 challenges does this pose for interpreting 8proper cat welfare9?

3.
4

4. 2557 Act be reformed for greater clarification of the term 8proper 
welfare9 to better clarify cat owners9 duties under Thailand9s 2557 

1 3  
8proper welfare9

determine cat owners9 duties under Thailand9s

8
9



8proper animal welfare9

interpreting 8proper cat welfare.9

From that, the research aims to clarify the scope of cat owners9 welfare
4

4
4

4

4

of the term 8proper welfare9 determine cat owners9 duties 
under Thailand9s 2557

4 land9s 2557 Act

1 4
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Chrysa Adamakopoulou and others, 8Cats9 and Dogs9 Welfare: Text Mining and Topics Modeling Analysis 
of the Scientific Literature9 (2023) 10 Front Vet Sci 1.
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judgments have a direct impact on that country9s legal landscape of the specific issues 

any9s (and the UK9s when it was 
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8
9 under Thailand9s the 2557 Act. In particular, the research examines interpretative 

8Animal Welfare9 (

https://ec.europa.eu/commission/presscorner/detail/en/qanda_23_6253


organisations, and breeders. It intentionally excludes legal issues surrounding pet cats9 
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2 8PROPER9 ANIMAL WELFARE: CONCEPTUALISATION, APPLICATION, AND 
CHALLENGES IN INTERPRETING 8PROPER CAT WELFARE9

 How has 8proper animal welfare9 been philosophically and scientifically 

 challenges does this pose for interpreting 8proper cat welfare9? 

2 1

2.2 
4namely the Five Freedoms and the Welfare Quality® (WQ) framework4

2.3 
8proper cat welfare9, synthesising the insights from the preceding sections to 

chapter lays the foundation for determining how 8proper welfare9 should be understood in 

2 1
 examines two main conceptual perspectives on 8proper animal welfare9: 

4
4

2.1.2 

 

 2.1.   



 2 .1 

utilitarian views for the term 8proper animal welfare9 can be modestly identified as an 

father of the theory, as the acts <performed deliberately for the sake of seeing the animal 
suffer, and not for the useful purpose.=

8 9



The limitation of conceptualising 8proper animal welfare9 under utilitarianism is that firstly, 

While animal9s innate ability to suffer greatly matters, it does 
not guarantee that the greater the animal9s ability to suffer, the higher the threshold will be 
accounted for <proper= welfare. This depends also 

lower threshold of 8proper9 welfare than companion animals such as cats as the former 

4

particularly challenging when the 8whose9 

8 9 in



that the higher an individual9s cognitive capacities (e.g., the ability to form future desires or 
4

8 9

 2.1.1.2     

 for them, regardless of the animal9s utility to 
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4 4

4
4can still be considered right, morally acceptable, or 8proper,9 even if they merely 

4 4

David Killoren and Robert Streiffer, 8 the Moral Significance of Use9 

Luis E Chiesa, 8Animal Rights Unraveled: Why Abolitionism Collapses into 
Welfarism and What It Means for Animal Ethics9 (2016) 28 Geo Envtl L Rev 557
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 2 1.1.4
4

4rejects the very idea of animal welfare, however 8proper9, arguing it legitimises and 

use reforms that fall short of recognising animals9 rights.
8 9
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4 4
When interests clash, the property owner9s interest prevail, 

4not for the animals9 sake, but to preserve economic value

4



justified. Pet ownership and domestication are viewed as violations of animals9 fundamental 

8
barns of cows. That9s true animal rights.9

8 9

.

 2.1.1.5

elfarism9s approach

Gary L Francione and Anna E Charlton, 8Why Keeping a Pet Is Fundamentally Unethical9 (

8 9



8 9
8has not4 4

the abolition of animal institutionalised exploitation.9

4

4
interpretation of what constitutes 8proper9 welfare.  

1.2  

 

8proper animal welfare 9

 2.1.2.1
functioning view would regard 8proper animal welfare9 as when an 

adapt to impactful elements or environmental stimuli outside the animal9s response system 

8 9



animal9s good health.

4as indicated by an animal9s coping mechanisms or lack thereof4
is challenging to pinpoint exactly when welfare can be considered 8proper.9 For example, an 
animal9s normal behaviour may be mistaken for sub

4
4 However, others entirely exclude the animal9s 

Stiftung, 8Module 02// Animal Care9 (

Corrado Carenzi and Marina Verga, 8Animal Welfare: Review of the Scientific Concept and Definition9 

8
9

https://teaching-animal-welfare.org/modules/module-02/
https://teaching-animal-welfare.org/modules/module-02/


animal9s survival or reproduction is impaired.

8
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 2.1.2 2

4

D Fraser and others, 8A Scientific Conception of Animal Welfare That Reflects Ethical Concerns9 

Andrew H Sparkes and others, 8ISFM Guidelines on Population Management and Welfare of Unowned 
Domestic Cats (Felis Catus)9 (2013) 15 Journal of Feline Medicine and Surgery 811
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2.2
concept of 8proper animal 

welfare9 

8 9

 2.2.1

operational tools for interpreting 8proper animal welfare.9 These models typically specify the 

the Welfare Quality® (WQ). Both originated in Europe and were

2 2.1.1
4 4

8 9 8
9 The model originated from the UK9s 

WTS Welttierschutz Stiftung, 8// Modules9
8 9

8
Are & Why They Aren9t Enough9

https://www.compassioninfoodbusiness.com/media/7454441/what-is-animal-welfare-summary-review-2023.pdf
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, a response to Ruth Harrison9s 1964 book 

This report was later developed into the Five Freedoms in 1979 by the UK9s Farm Animal 

8

9

Welfare Quality®, 

WTS Welttierschutz Stiftung, 8// Modules9 (

https://www.welfarequalitynetwork.net/media/1120/wqr12.pdf


 2.2.1.2 Welfare Quality® (WQ)
The Welfare Quality® (WQ) is a European research initiative project run by European and 

8 9

Robyn Crook, 8Sensation, Emotion, and Cognition in Cephalopods: Evolution of Complex Brains9 
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range of the animal9s ability to express normal behaviour and incorporates a more well

8proper animal welfare9 has been applied in practice 

interpreting 8proper cat welfare9 and serve

8proper animal 
welfare.9 8welfare9

8proper animal welfare.9

4 4
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9

4
uelty. This includes offences such as unnecessary suffering, mutilation, docking of dogs9 

tails, administration of poisons, and animal fighting. The latter reflects welfarists9 humane 

Taken together, 8proper animal welfare9

in a way that meets the animal9s five needs. 

8proper animal welfare.9
Instead, it employs terms such as Wohlbefinden der Tiere (8 9) and 

(8animal protection9), which largely align with the principles of proper animal 

8



8
9

8 9 8
9

do not explicitly use the term 8proper animal welfare9, they consistently employ the term 
8

8 9

8
9

3

https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM:2023:769:FIN
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the term 8proper cat welfare.9 It 
4 4

8proper animal welfare.9 It then proceeds by discussing the specific 
interpreting 8proper cat welfare.9 
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interpreting the term 8proper 
animal welfare9 

4 4

4
4

, focusing on the animal9s 

4 4
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meanings and interpretation of 8proper cat welfare.9 

owner9s necessity, it may still be considered that the cat9s

4
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This begs the question how 8well9 the life should be, given that it is considered 

8 9
8 9

legitimacy to harm the 8few.9 

4
4rejects the very notion of 8proper cat welfare.9 This 

ultimately subordinating the cat9s interests to those of their human owners. Even when 

8 9

4 4 8 9
as they cater to their cats9 every need and desire, from maintaining luxurious automatic 

atever is in the cat9s best 



8 9

Moreover, regardless of the cat9s legal status as property, national and international court 
4

cat9s state of being4
8 9

cat9

subjective emotional states. Therefore, understanding cat9s emotions is essential to 

4

WTS Welttierschutz Stiftung, 8Module 02// Animal Care9



either underassessment or overassessment of a cat9s 

mackerels). However, this additive can be detrimental to the cat9s health, potentially leading 

8
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Stiftung, 8Module 03// Humane Handling9 (

<Understanding Cats9 Needs= (

Worsley and Mark J Farnworth, 8A Systematic Review of Social and Environmental 
Factors and Their Implications for Indoor Cat Welfare9 (2019) 220 Applied Animal Behaviour Science 1

WTS Welttierschutz Stiftung, 8Module 02// Animal Care9



, as the cat9s vocalisations and persistent attempts to escape 

conclude that the cat9s welfare is poor

answer as how 8proper9 is proper enough to ensure cat welfare.

®
4

a cat9s
the cat9s

4 4

8
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8proper cat 
welfare9 in their legislation, it can generally be inferred to 

8 9 8 9 8 9
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David J Mellor, 8Updating Animal Welfare Thinking: Moving beyond the <Five Freedoms= towards <A 
Life Worth Living=9 (2016) 6 Animals 21.



CHAPTER 3 SCOPE OF 8PROPER9 CAT WELFARE DUTIES

scope of cat owners9 

4 4

the 8proper cat welfare9 continuum discussed in previous chapter: 

the cat owners9 property rights, the 

8 9

8 9

8 9
9



From an abolitionist perspective, the fundamental limitation on cat owners9 welfare duties 

4 4
owners9 property

8 9



9s legal
of owners9 

4 4

4 4

mental Freedoms9 (adopted 20 March 
8 9

(2008) Revue générale du droit 3



Bürgerliches Gesetzbuch

8
9

Germany9s status as

8 9
8 9

schützt … 

Bundesministerium für Ernährung und Landwirtschaft (BMEL), 

https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Tiere/Tierschutz/Tierversuche/Tierschutzbericht_2003.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2
https://www.bmel.de/SharedDocs/Downloads/DE/_Tiere/Tierschutz/Tierversuche/Tierschutzbericht_2003.pdf?__blob=publicationFile&v=2


8
Schäden 9 8 vernünftigen Grund 9 8

das unerlässliche Maß übersteigende 9 8
9 8 9

Verhältnismäßigkeitsgebot

German Bundestag, 8Draft Law to Amend the Basic Law (State Objective of Animal Protection)9 (Draft 
Law of the Parliamentary Groups SPD, CDU/CSU, BÜNDNIS 90/DIE GRÜNEN, FDP) Printed Paper 14/8860



means that individuals must consider whether they can meet their pets9 every need even 

the ECtHR9s jurisdiction 
serve as 8interpretative tools of German norms of a constitutional nature,9 influencing the 

4
PETA Deutschland9s freedom 

8 94
à

4

8 9

BVerfG, 2 BvR 1481/04, 14 October 2004 (Görgülü case).
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8
9

requirements to protect cat welfare necessarily imply restrictions on a cat owner9s right to 

8 9

8 9
person9s right to 



conditions. In the absence of these conditions, the law 8shall not be contrary to the rule of 

individuals, and shall not affect the human dignity of a person.9

4
4

of the Constitution. Consequently, the legal requirements for cat owners to provide 8proper9 
welfare for their cats cannot be deemed an 8unreasonable9 burden or restriction on the cat 
owner9s property rights.  

4
4



 .  

.   
with the Prime Minister expressing concern that, while this would increase pet owners9 
responsibility, it could impose an 8excessive burden9 on the public.

itute the term 8animal9 in the AWA and the Code 
with the term 8cat.9

requires an owner to take 8reasonable steps in all the circumstances9 to meet their cat9s 
needs 8to the extent required by good practice.9 What constitutes the good prac

the next paragraphs. Section 9(1) sets a 8purely objective standard of care9 that a

7.
 

 



Section 9(2) explicitly requires the owner to meet their cat9s five welfare needs, which 
include: a 8suitable9 environment, a 8suitable9 diet, the ability to exhibit 8normal9 behaviour 
patterns, being housed with or apart from other animals, and protection from 8pain, 
suffering9, injury and disease.

The explanatory notes clarify that 8the killing of an animal is not in itself inconsistent with 
the duty to ensure its welfare, if done in an appropriate and humane manner.9

minimum standards for cat owners to meet their cat9s welfare needs, in accorda

8 9



8 < = 9
It allows some flexibility for cat owners to 8find out 

what your cat9s precise needs are and how to meet them.9

Germany acknowledges the ECPPA9s principle that it is human moral obligation 8to respect 
all living creatures.9  Positive obligations under the ECPPA include providing suitable and 

vernünftigen Grund) which will be 

8 9
 



.
8 9

8
9

Staatsministerium für Handreichungen für den Erlass von 
Katzenschutzverordnungen nach § 13b TierSchG



 
largely mirrors the first Freedom of the Five Freedoms and Welfare Quality (WQ)9s good 
feeding principle (number 1 and 2). However, it omits the word 8prolonged9, or the duration 

The terms 8species, type, characteristics, condition, and age9 imply that the requirements are 

4
4

safety. This largely reflects Five Freedoms number 2. However, the term 8s
environment9 in the Five Freedoms refers to freedom from physical and thermal discomfort, 

8All About Cat Breeds9

8A Cat9s Personality9 3 gemeinnützige Privatstiftung

Carla A Litchfield CA and others, 8The <Feline Five=: An Exploration of Personality in Pet Cats (
)9 (2017) 12 PLOS ONE 1.

Royal Veterinary Collage, 8The Cat9s out the Bag: The Most Common Diseases in Pet Cats Revealed 
3 VetCompass9 (

https://www.animalclinicofwoodruff.com/pet-blog/pet-health-issues/all-about-cat-breeds


Thirdly, Section 4(3) of the Notification mandates that the owner provide the cat with 8good 

treatment when the animal is sick or injured, without delay.9 This provision large

  

aligns with both utilitarianism and animal welfarism, balancing the animal9s interests with the 
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