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Elementary discourse unit (EDU) is the minimal discourse unit that was a production from discourse
segmentation process. EDU should have independent unit that represent meaning full unit, and have non-
overlapping unit. From these properties, EDU boundary is a clause or a simple sentence. In some case, EDU
boundary might be '[;hrasc but the position of: starting phrasal EDU must proceed with strong discourse markers
such as “because”, “for example” and “therefore”. Since Thai language does not have special signals to identify
sentence boundary, therefore, EDU segmentation is a significant process for discourse processing especially
Text Summarization and Knowledge Extraction. These applications used EDU segmentation process to

separated full text into EDU units and used these EDUs as inputs.

In additional, there are three major problems in Thai EDUs segmentation that cause EDU boundary
ambiguity. Firstly, Thai does not have punctuation marks or special symbols to signal EDU boundary.
Secondly, Thai Name Entity and EDU have the similar pattems. Finally, subject, verb and object could be
omitted in Thai sentence. To solve these problems, this research developed and proposed a hybrid approach for
Thai EDU segmentation by using decision-tree leaming system and heuristic rules. The experiment in Thai

agriculture domain shows that the precision and recall of the system are 0.80 and 0.69 respectively.





