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Abstract

This academic article explores beliefs related to worship and making vows at the
Nai Khanom Tom Monument, located at the Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya Provincial Stadium.
The monument was built to honor Nai Khanom Tom, a legendary Thai boxer who defeated
Burmese and Mon fighters, and who was later praised and rewarded by King Angwa of Burma.

Beyond commemorating a historical hero, the monument also serves as a sacred
site believed to bestow blessings and provide assistance to those who worship or make
vows. The study found that believers seek blessings for success in business, athletic
competitions, and entrance examinations. Although Nai Khanom Tom is primarily revered
as a Muay Thai teacher, his sacred role extends into other areas not directly associated with
his legacy, making him more versatile than other sacred figures who are believed to grant
blessings only within their domain.

Additionally, beliefs surrounding offerings reflect symbolic and cultural
connections. Worshippers often choose items based on Nai Khanom Tom’s name—such as
the Thai dessert “khanom tom” and various boiled foods—as well as offerings that reflect
traditional male lifestyles, such as white liquor and fighting rooster statues. Other offerings,
such as marigold garlands, jasmine garlands, betel nut with piper betle leaves, and red soft

drinks, are selected based on popular worship practices.
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