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Abstract
This research article aims to analyze the role of cities in international connectivity
through the examination of various actions under the “sister city” policy between
Chiang Rai Province in Thailand and Yunnan Province in China. Additionally, it
seeks to propose strategies to enhance the roles of Chiang Rai and Yunnan in
bridging Thailand and China by advancing and promoting the teaching of modern
Chinese language and culture in a sustainable manner. This qualitative study
employs a documentary analysis combined with in- depth interviews with
relevant stakeholders. It utilizes the conceptual frameworks of international
connectivity through the “sister city” policy and sustainable development to
analyze, summarize, and discuss the findings. The study found that the
connectivity between Thailand and China, facilitated by the collaboration
between Chiang Rai and Yunnan under the current “Sister City” policy, has
significantly increased mutual engagement between the two countries. This
collaboration aligns with the “Sustainable Development Goals,” specifically Goal
11 on Sustainable Cities and Communities and Goal 17 on Partnerships for the
Goals. However, despite over 20 years of cooperation, Goal 4 on Quality
Education remains unmet. In particular, the promotion and development of
Chinese language and culture education have yet to become concrete and

* This article is part of a research project titled “A Study of Chiang Rai Province’s Operations
in Developing City Diplomacy Between “Chiang Rai — Yunnan”: Developing and Promoting
Chinese Language and Culture Instruction in the New Era,” which is supported by research
funding from Mae Fah Luang University (Chinese strengthening fund) for the fiscal year 2024.
® School of Sinology, Mae Fah Luang University, Chiang Rai Thailand 57100. E-mail:
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® School of Sinology, Mae Fah Luang University, Chiang Rai Thailand 57100. E-mail:
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sustainable. The role of both Chiang Rai and Yunnan as key actors is still
significant. Therefore, adhering to the principles of “sustainable development,”
which focus on understanding and practical implementation, combined with
integrating education with local city roles, will support and enhance cooperation
between Chiang Rai and Yunnan. This approach will also contribute to a more
sustainable relationship between Thailand and China, both in education and
other areas.

Keywords International Connectivity, Sister City, Chiang Rai-Yunnan, Sustainable
Development, Sino-Thai Relations
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5.1.3 mmwaaﬂmmunﬁiﬁnwﬁvwmwaﬁwu,a“aumu

m‘mumumﬁmwuamms%mamamuum%aaumuﬂummmL%mswmsﬂ,m
mmmuuamuﬂﬁﬁﬂmuuwulﬂamaufuaﬁuu Imammmmﬂa&muﬂﬂﬂm 919158 uag
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mmauiﬂﬂmwm “Fyulutosdasunasinn s LLG]G]ENLUUﬂ’]’iLiEJuiﬂ’JEJmi
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Office of Yunnan Provincial People's Government, 2022)
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