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Abstact

This article presented the state of Isan mural (huup taem)
studies by examining academic works about the cultural inheritance
of Isan mural paintings. Documentary research was conducted from
academic articles, books, research reports and theses. The period
studied was from the past to 2559 B.E. (2016 C.E.). The study
revealed the following information. Huup taem had been recognized
from Siam people for a long time. They were known before 2476 B.E.
(1933 C.E.) at least. [did anyone write about them?] However, mural
paintings in an academic context were studied at 2502 B.E. (1959 C.E.)
by Professor Silpa Bhirasri. After, the period of 2531-2540 B.E. (1988 -
1997 C.E.) can be considered the golden age. of academic studies of
huup taem. Many higher educational institutions in Isan paid serious
attention to murals and Chitrakam faphanang Isan  (E-sarn Mural
Paintings) was published by Khon Kaen University, and master thesis
of Maha Sarakham University were submitted. During the period 2541-
2550 B.E. (1998-2007 C.E.), there were many articles, dissertations,
and books on this topic. Furthermore, people from other government
institutions rather than higher education were interested in the study
of Isan mural paintings. In terms of content, the subject matter was
very diverse and included cultural studies, education, law and
linguistics, resulted in a broadening of education. In the period of
2551-2554 B.E. (2008-2011 C.E), the studies were as varied as in the
previous time. However, the studies now focused deeply in more
detail and included doctoral dissertations and the relationship
between mural paintings and other forms of art. In addition, an
increasing number of foreign researchers became interested in huup
taem. During the years, 2555-2559 B.E. (2012-2016 C.E.), there were
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studies of the relationship between mural paintings in the same
cultural area. There were various studies, for example the in-depth
studies in specific issues, the study of lIsan mural paintings,
contemporary art and cultural capital development, the studying for
conservation and development of cultural capital, the comparative
studies as well as local wisdom or historical studies. This survey of
the state of Isan mural studies from the past to the present shows
that these paintings are still a cultural inheritance for communities
and the country. Further studies are required as there will be

interesting research findings in the future.

Keywords : The Studies; The Status; Isan Mural Paintings.
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