Thai Interdisciplinary and Sustainability Review Original Research Article

Received: 2 March 2025 Revised: 10 March 2025 Accepted: 13 March 2025

KOH MAK: A SUSTAINABLE ECOTOURISM MODEL -
POTENTIAL AND SUCCESS FACTORS

Sumeth JUNSUTHONPOJ', Seri WONGMONTHA" and Jusana TECHAKANA?
1 University of Phayao, Thailand; 65160301@up.ac.th (S. J.); seriwo@up.ac.th (S. W.)
(Corresponding Author)
2 King Mongkut's University of Technology North Bangkok, Thailand; jusana.t@fba.kmutnb.ac.th

Handling Editor:
Professor Dr.Duangduen BHANTHUMNAVIN National Institute of Development Administration, Thailand

(This article belongs to the Theme 1: Humanities & Social Sciences for Sustainability)

Reviewers:

1) Associate Professor Dr.Apichart JAI-AREE Kasetsart University, Thailand

2) Associate Professor Dr.Thanaporn SRIYAKUL  Mahanakorn University of Technology, Thailand

3) Assistant Professor Dr.Noppon AKAHAT Sukhothai Thammathirat Open University, Thailand
Abstract

This qualitative study investigates the potential and success factors contributing to ecotourism development in
Koh Mak, Trat Province, Thailand. In-depth interviews were conducted with 25 key informants representing the
public sector, private sector, academia, and the local community, selected using purposive sampling. The
findings reveal Koh Mak's significant ecotourism potential, encompassing 1) inherent tourism appeal, 2)
sustainable land management, 3) environmental education and awareness, and 4) community involvement.
Furthermore, five key success factors were identified: 1) environmental management, 2) knowledge
management, 3) low-carbon tourism practices, 4) enhanced tourist experience, and 5) multi-stakeholder
participation. This research demonstrates that Koh Mak's ecotourism development extends beyond
conservation, integrating systematic management, academic expertise, and collaborative efforts across various
sectors. The findings provide a practical framework for sustainable ecotourism development in other
destinations and serve as a valuable case study for regional and national tourism policy and strategic planning.
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