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Ecology of Cadmium Cycle
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Abstract

Garden vegetables grown in Cadmium contaminated soils tended to absorb and accumulated Cadmium at
higher levels than did tuber and fruit crops. Like other toxic heavy metals, Cadmium caused potential health hazard

to human. Therefore, natural and artificial Cadmium sources including its control regulations for food chain and

ecological protection were discussed.
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Table 1 Heavy metal contamination in garden vegetables. (Davies

and Ginnever 1979, Spitler and Feder 1979)

Lead Cadmium

Sample type (Pb) (Cd) Location
Ppm ppm

Lettuce 30-50 9-34 Colorado, USA
Carrots 4-18 0.4-1.0 Kansas, USA
Cabbage BDL* - Colorado, USA
Tomato 85 28 Toronto, Cannada
Onion top BDL BDL Colorado, USA
Onion BDL BDL Colorado, USA
Broccoli BDL BDL Colorado, USA

* BDL = below detection limit
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