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Abstract

The ideal male is a key element of romance in Thai television dramas. This research aims to
analyze twelve dramas broadcasted from 2013 to 2022. Content analysis is applied as the research
methodology, and findings are reported as descriptive. The research identifies three ways the
ideal male is represented in the studied romance dramas, as follows: 1) Presentation through the
plot, where positive characteristics of the male protagonist are shown in the exposition; during plot
complications, the male protagonist encounters problems and successfully resolves them; the
resolution typically ends with the happy marriage of the male protagonist and his true love.” 2)
Presentation of outer appearances of the male protagonists, who are mainly portrayed as
handsome, well-dressed - usually in uniforms, with good personalities and professional careers. 3)
Presentation of inner characteristics, including wisdom, bravery, generosity, gentlemanly conduct,
responsibility, kindness, humor, and being helpful with household tasks.” Through these three
presentations, romance Thai television dramas have created representations of the ideal male in

the minds of the audience.
Keywords: Representation, The ideal male, Thai television drama
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