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Abstract

This article examines representations of Isan in modern Thai
poetry from the 1940s to the 2010s. The results of the study show that
the representations of Isan in modern Thai poetry consist of both
continuity and dynamic change depending on social factors. In the late
1940s, the representation of Isan as an area of drought and poverty was
primarily influenced by socialist ideology that aims to criticize social
inequality. In the aftermath of the Cold War in the 1980s, poets began to
represent Isan peoples as domestic migrants in urbanized settings,
reflecting the industrialization of Thai society during this period. In the
late 2000s, poets tended to represent Isan as a region in which its
indigenous culture and ecology are affected by globalization or,
conversely, as simple and prosperous ways of life. This representation
serves to dismantle the persistent image of Isan as a barren land. Poetry
has thus become a site of cultural contestation and for the construction

of Isan identities in relation to state authority and globalization.

Keywords: Representation, Isan, modern Thai poetry
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