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Abstract

One of the objectives of this research was to examine the dating
of the ancient Vessantara Jataka scroll painting at Wat Pa Sakdaram of Roi
Et Province, which would elucidate the history of this scroll painting
more clearly by studying the art form and providing a comparative
analysis with art works in various places. The results of this study found
that the ancient scroll painting had an art form that combines Thai
traditional painting with the influence of Western art and local Isan art.
The Isan craftsmen had the freedom to select events from various scenes
of the Vessantara Jataka to paint the story on the canvas. It covers all 13
chapters and uses the location as the main focus, considering the time
when the events occurred, and giving importance to the scenes of life by
painting the pictures in specific areas, showing the realism in the
dimensions of the story according to the principle of realism. A picture of
a Kalpavriksha tree appears that had a different appearance from the
painting in the second half of the 25th Buddhist century. Additionally,
the attire of men and women, including various utensils of this scroll
painting, were a popular style during the reign of King Rama VI and up to
the beginning of the reign of King Rama VII. Therefore, the dating of this
ancient scroll painting should be in the latter half of the 25th Buddhist

century.

Keywords: The Vesantara Jataka scroll painting, Vesantara Jataka, Wat Pa

Sakdaram, Roi Et province
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