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ABSTRACT

According to the National Statistical Office, data indicate a clear growth rate in the structure of
“child-free” households in contemporary Thai society. Similarly, the pet market has been growing continuously,
with pet ownership becoming part of the concept of family in child-free households. Among these, dogs
are the most popular pets, often taking on a role akin to that of children within the family. Dogs are given
considerable attention, with meticulous care in all aspects, including health, well-being, and the provision
of space for exercise and energy release. This calls for areas that facilitate such activities smoothly.
However, Thailand's public spaces today are often insufficiently accommodating for dog owners, leading
to the informal use of spaces as dog parks. An example of this is the open area within the Ministry of
Public Health in Nonthaburi Province, which has become a meeting place for dog lovers. Research on this
site has shown that its natural physical characteristics, activities, and significance contribute to the creation
of an informal yet unique identity, reflecting the quality of the space.

This study aims to understand the sense of place in informal dog parks for dog owners through
interpretative analysis. Findings reveal that physical characteristics, activities, benefits, and meanings are
factors that contribute to the identity of these informal dog parks. This study provides insight into spaces
that support the specific needs of dog enthusiasts, suggesting guidelines for designing public spaces that
accommodate pets and foster social coexistence. Both the public and private sectors may utilize this information
to plan for the development of pet-friendly public spaces that are suitable and sustainable for the future.
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