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Phatchara Amphawanon 2008: Language Maintenance and Shift in Mon Community: A Case Study
at Bangkhunmark Village, Bangkhunmark Sub-district, Mueang District, Lop Buri Province, Master
of Arts (Applied Linguistics), Major Field: Applied Linguistics, Department of Linguistics. Thesis
Advisor: Associate Professor Wipakorn Wongthai, M.A. 144 pages.

The objective of this research is to study the maintenance and shift of Mon language in Mon
community; Bangkhunmark Village, Lop Buri Province. The basic methods used are to investigate 1) the
major and minor language on the basis of the mother-tongue, 2) the language choice, 3) the language
proficiency, 4) the language attitudes and 5) the social and cultural factors contributing to language

maintenance.

The data was collected by using questionnaire, including interviewing and participant observation.
Purposive samples were 60 Mon informants of three generations equally separated; 1)15-30 years represented

the 3" generation, 2) 35-50 years represented the 9= generation, and 3) 55-70 over represented the 1™ generation.

The results of the study were as follows: 1) There are two major languages spoken as a mother
tongue in this community; Mon and Thai which have different role in the community therefore there is not
a minor language accordind to the Ferguson’s formula (1966); 2) There are the difference in patterns of
language choice of different age groups; the age group 15-30 years used Thai in almost every domain and
participant which contrary to the age group 35-50 and 55-70 years; 3) There are the progression of language
shift over the three age groups; the age group 55-70 years has the highest language ability while the age group
35-50 and 15-30 years have declined dramatically; 4) Samples in this community express a positive attitude
toward both Mon and Thai languages;and 5) Most of the social and cultural factors contributing to language

maintenance are found in this community.

All the results of the study of Mon samples show that they still maintain their own language, even
though there are some changes in shifting to Thai language. However, they still realize the worth and have
positive attitude toward their own language including their effort to maintain their own culture and language.

The results can be assumed that Mon language in this community still maintain in the future.
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