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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this qualitative research was to examine the
community’s strength as a consequence of local wisdom and
traditional handicrafts in Sri Suphan Community, Chiang Mai
Province, Ban Phai Nong Community, Phra Nakhon Si Ayutthaya
Province, and the urban community of Nakhon Si Thammarat
Province; and to examine the role of integrated public
administration in the development of local wisdom and traditional
Thai handicrafts. The forty-five key informants include community
leaders, government officials, and members of the community.

The findings revealed that the strength of indigenous
knowledge, as exemplified by traditional handicrafts, is derived
from the accumulated wisdom of past generations that has been
acquired through empirical research and transmitted
intergenerationally within the community. Additionally, the
resilience of the community is bolstered by its ability to be self-
sufficient, which is further reinforced by governmental assistance.
In the context of production, adaptation, and modernization, there
exists a potential for value addition, job creation, income
generation, and enhancement of community happiness and pride.
Consequently, the sustainable strengthening of the community is
achieved. In addition, it was discovered that an integrated approach
to public administration in the development of traditional
handicraft local knowledge is the result of the public sector’s
participation in all phases of development, namely: 1) establishing
mechanisms to promote diverse group representatives formally
adhering; 2) adapting government agencies and agency officials’
working methods to a network environment; 3) creating skills to
collaborate with all sectors and fostering leadership for the public
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sector to be educated about management techniques; and 4)
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