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Abstract

Background and Objective: The identity of local wisdom in the handicrafts of Khwao Sinarin District,
Surin Province, has been passed down for generations, reflecting the community's culture and craftsmanship.
This research aims to: 1) study the wisdom and production processes of the “Prakueam” silverware and handwoven
silk, 2) develop innovative dance performances, and 3) utilize these innovations to promote cultural tourism.

Methodology: This qualtitative research specifically targeted a sample size of 5 local craft experts, 20
community representatives, 19 performing arts students, 2 music instructors, and 3 performance artists. Data were
collected through unstructured interviews, group discussions, workshops, and the application of traditional dance
methods. The content was analyzed to relate performance forms and handicraft techniques.

Results: 1) The wisdom of producing silverware and handwoven silk has been transmitted through
generations, utilizing production methods that emphasize skilled craftsmanship and require considerable time. 2)
The innovative performance series titled “Innovative Handicrafts of Surin” is divided into four segments: (a) the
production process of silverware, which includes 13 dance movements; (b) the production process of
handwoven silk, which includes 14 dance movements; (c) a courtship segment between males and females
featuring 9 dance movements; and (d) a celebration of the prosperity of Surin handicrafts, incorporating 12
dance movements. 3) The innovative performance series participated in 8 public events, significantly
contributing to the promotion of cultural tourism across three dimensions: (a) economic development, (b)
education, and (c) innovation.

Discussion: Surin's local handicraft wisdom reflects the beliefs and deep connections of artisans,
translated into beautiful dance movements that narrate the production process. These innovations have positively
affected community income, strengthened relationships, preserved resources, and expanded digital access.

Suggestion: The innovative dance performance outcomes from this research should be incorporated into
the development of training programs that focus on learning and skill-building in silverware and silk weaving
crafts. This will help inspire youth to recognize the value and importance of preserving traditional craftsmanship,
which forms the cultural roots of their community, and can be extended to create future careers and sources of income.
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Source: Photo recorded on 9 September 2023 at Prakueam House, Khwao Sinarin District, Surin Province
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Figure 3. Excemple of Production process of handwoven silk
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Source: Photo recorded on 9 September 2023 at Handwoven Skilk House, Khwao Sinarin District,

Surin Province
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(The Sandonta ancestor worship tradition in the day of gratitude to worship ancestors) (Opening Ceremony of the 6‘h Surin City Pillar Shrine Festival in 2023)
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Figure 4. The dance performance, titled “Innovative Handcrafts of Surin” in public events
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