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Abstract

Background and Objective: The rich Buddhist heritage passed down through generations requires
conservation for the future. This research focuses on the Buddhist art of Khao Thamorat, within the Si Thep
Historical Park in Phetchabun Province. The study aims to: 1) explore conservation practices, 2) assess the
participation of temples and communities in these efforts, and 3) strengthen conservation networks.

Methodology: This qualitative study engaged three groups of key informants through purposive sampling: 7
religious leaders, 23 community leaders, and 7 cultural and environmental leaders. Data were collected via ethically
approved in-depth interviews and focus group discussions in Khok Sa-at and Si Thep Subdistricts, Phetchabun
Province. The data were analyzed using interpretative content analysis to identify core concepts, main issues,
and related factors simply.

Results: 1) Conservation efforts focus on preserving key elements of identity, originality, and value. 2)
The participation of temples and communities is characterized by collaborative efforts to maintain significance
over time, embrace diversity, support conservation, and ensure sustainability. 3) The development of networks
involving temples, communities, and government agencies has led to the formation of learning, investment, and
management networks aimed at long-term maintenance and care.

Discussion: Effective conservation emphasizes maintaining original features of identity and value through a
participatory process that fosters collaboration between temples, communities, and government agencies. The
development of learning and investment networks, along with ongoing management efforts, is essential for sustainable
conservation.

Suggestion: Establishing local cultural preservation volunteer groups will allow the community to participate
in cultural conservation through knowledge exchange and joint activities, fostering pride in identity and strengthening
community ties.
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