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Sago Palm : The Interesting Local Plant in the South
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ABSTRACT

The sago palm is a local plant and it is wildspread in south-east Asia and Oceania. It is probably
one of the first plants which men use its trunk as food in Thailand. The sago palm can be found in many
areas in the southernmost provinces like Nakhonsrithormarat, Phathalung, Songkla, Pattani, Yala and
Narathiwas. It is the interesting plant because nearly all of its parts can be used in various purposes. For
example, the sucker can be eaten fresh, young leaves can be used for wet starch or roofing material. Bark
or cortex is often used for flooring or fuel. Young and mature seeds may be used for ornamental purpose
and sago palm pith is used as animal feed or it can be extracted as many kinds of food.

However, comparing with neighboring countries; Malaysia, Indonesia and Philippines, there are
many problems about utilization. Also, planting of sage palm in Thailand is rather less and not wildspread.
The purpose of this article is to present the general characteristic, propagation, utilization and trend of
using sago palm as animal feed, etc.

Keywords : sago palm, local plant, southernmost provinces.
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Table 1 Composition of sago palm from sarawak. (kg/pl.)

Composition Fresh weight (kg.) Dry matter (kg.) Water {kg.)
Trunk 875 351 524
Cortex 225 48 177
Pith 650 303 347
Starch - 167 -
Other dry matter - 139 -

Source : FAQ (1983)
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Table 2 Yeild of plants in peatswamps in Sarawak and West Selangor, Malaysia.

Name Yield (ton/rai)
Sarawak West Selangor

Dry matter

Sago pam 0.96 -

Tobacco 0.1 0.16

Peanut 0.16 0.56

Soybean 0.24 -

Sorghum 0.24 0.4C
Fresh weight.

Sweet potato 2.24 3.84

Qil palm 3.04 -

Pine apple 6.40 6.40

Cassava 8.00 7.84

Ginger 2.40 2.40

Source : Adapted from Tie and Lim {1977).
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Figure 1 Distribution of the main sago palm areas.

Remarks : @ Sago palm areas.

Table 3 Distribution of the main sago palm areas give natural planting and planting.

Country Total Natural planting (rai)  Planting (rai)
Papua new guinea Total 6,250,000 125,000
Sepik province 3,125,000 31,250
Gulf province 2,500,000 31,250
Other province 625,000 62,500
Indonesia Total 6,250,000 7 12,500
frian Barat
- Cendrawasih 625,000 12,500
- Lake plain 2,500,000 -
- South [rian 2,187,500 12,500
~ Orther districts 812,500 62,500
Maluku 125,000 62,500
Sulawesi - 62,500
Kalimantan - 125,000
Sumatera - 187,500
Riouw islands - 125,000
Mentawai islands - 62,500
Malaysia Total - 206,250
Sabah - 62,500
Sarawak - 125,000
West Malaysia - 18,750
Thailand - 31,250
Philippines - 31,250
Pacific islands - 62,500
Total 12,500,000 1,168,750

Source : Adapted from FAO (1983).
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Figure 2.1-2.4 Procedure followed in planting sago palm suckers (FAO, 1983).
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