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The Relation between Lanna Kingdom and China from the Chinese ceramics evidence

Discovered in Archaeological Sites of Northern Thailand

Abstract

Chinese ceramics are important as important archaeological evidence and are often
excavated together with ceramics from Lanna kilns and ceramics from other countries. By
discovering Chinese ceramics found in excavations at each archaeological site, this can be
explained how the relationship between Lanna kingdom and China was. The objectives of
this study were to explore patterns and distribution of Chinese ceramics found in
archaeological sites in the North and to investigate the relationship between Lanna kingdom
and China from the evidence Chinese ceramics excavated from archaeological sites in
northern Thailand

Results of the study revealed that the styles and decoration of the Chinese ceramics
found were diverse, such as bowls, plates, cups, jars, covered box, is decorated with blue
and white wares, underglaze wares, overglaze painted wares, Opaque white-glazed wares,
Celadon or green-glazed wares, blue-glazed wares, brown-glazed wares, etc. Evidence of
Chinese ceramics had been found since the Southern Song Dynasty, the Yuan Dynasty. Ming
Dynasty , Qing Dynasty and the Republic period, there were 12 kilns found in 4 provinces.
Jingdezhen kilns, Jiangxi province, Longquan kilns, Zhejiang province, Anxi kilns, Bing heu kiln,
Dehua kiln, Teng An ge jiu kiln, Putian kiln, Tong an kiln, Fujian province, Huiyang kiln, or
Sanchun kiln, Da pou kiln, Guangdong province. The distribution of Chinese ceramics in
various cities in Lanna Kingdom was related to the importance of that city, such as being a
capital city such as Chiang Mai or being a city on a trade route such as Chiang Saen and
Lamphun or a city that was on an important route in the past, such as Nan.

The patterns that appeared on Chinese ceramics could be divided into 7 groups as
follows: auspicious patterns, Chinese characters, blessings and seals of kings . portrait group,
animal group, nature group, flower and leaf group. Special pattern groups and The geometric
pattern from the patterns that appeared on Chinese ceramics influenced the Lanna
ceramics 's pattern decoration and artistic decoration until it developed into its own unique
pattern.

What kind of relationship existed between Lanna Kingdom and China depended on

the reign of that particular king during that period. The secondary factor was the political and



military strength, which caused the relationship to vary according to environmental factors,
forming various forms of relationships. The route of entry of Chinese ceramics could be

attributed to three factors: diplomacy in tribute warfare, trade aspects, both of which were

inevitably interrelated, and war.

Keywords: Chinese ceramics, Lanna Kingdom, Northern Thailand
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