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Abstract

This research aims to explores and analyzes the views of upper secondary
school students at Thammasat Secondary School on the characteristics of current
Chinese identities in Thailand. Samples for this study were 327 of upper secondary
school students at the school completed the questionnaire and 10 of them gave
additional interviews. The statistics used for the analysis were mean and standard

deviation

The results revealed that the level of preservation of Chinese traditions and
culture, family bond and realization of its importance and placing importance on rites
of passage were at moderate level (X = 3.25,S.D. = 1.11, X = 2.83,5S.D. = 1.19 and X =
2.63,S.D. = 1.15) respectively. There was a low level of values inherited from ancestors
likely to be passed down to the next generation (X = 2.43, SD. = 1.12). When
considering all 16 identities found that the identity no.3 using Chinese terms to address
family members and non-relatives and the identity no.10 placing importance on the
Chinese festivals were important at a high level with the same highest average (X =
3.60, S.D. = 1.18 and X = 3.60, S.D. = 1.01) respectively, the identity no.6 placing
importance on a son being more important than a daughter and having more important
roles and responsibilities than a daughter, there was a lowest level of importance (X

= 1.76, S.D. = 1.05), while other items were of moderate importance.

All these identities still visible today are patterns evolving from traditional
Chineseness of historical Chinese Thais. Changes were caused by factors including
education, economic conditions, technological advances, foreign influences from Asia
and the West, young people's commitment to Chinese identity, inter-generational

knowledge transfer, ethnic intermarriage and especially cultural assimilation.

Keywords: Chinese identity, Chinese-Thai people, new generation, upper secondary

school student, Thammasat Secondary School
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