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Abstract

This research aims to explore the views of Thai teachers at Thammasat
Secondary School on current Chinese Identity and the importance of Chinese identity
in different areas. A total of 29 Chinese identities were explored, divided into 5 areas:
1. Family ties and consciences, 2. Values inherited from ancestors and the opportunity
to pass on to the next generation, 3. Lifestyles and practices, 4. Preservation of Chinese
traditions and culture, and 5. The importance of life-related traditions and rituals.

The results showed that Thai teachers at Thammasat Secondary School, both
with and without Chinese descent, had a view that the identity of the lifestyles was
conducted. The preservation of Chinese traditions and culture, and the emphasis on
ritual traditions related to life are still very important. The identity of the relationship
and the sense of genealogy and values inherited from the ancestors and the
opportunity to pass on to the next generation is seen as of little to moderate
importance because there are quite a lot of external factors involved. However, what
happens to all identities is that the expression pattern of each identity has changed
from traditional Chineseness in the past, which is due to many factors including
modern education, equality, China's superpower, geographical differences between
Thailand and China that make resources different, form of knowledge transfer from
ancestors to offspring, economic conditions, transnational marriage, and especially

cultural assimilation, which brings a change in Chinese identity.

Keywords: identity, traditional Chinese, Changing Chinese, Thai people of Chinese

descent, Thai teachers at Thammasat Secondary School
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