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This visit, in turn, led him to contribute to the establishment of the International Geosynthetics Society 
(IGS) in 1983, working with J. P. Giroud, and other geosthynsetics field colleagues. 

Prof. Fukuoka’s work with the IGS founding cannot be overlooked. At that time, most of the geotechnical 
engineers in Japan did not recognize the importance of Geosynthetic Engineering. He established a 
technical committee on geosynthetics within the JGS in 1983, an act which led to an IGS chapter in Japan 
in 1985: the first IGS Chapter. It put the society on a path to grow healthily through establishing domestic 
and regional organizations (IGS Chapters) around the world. Today, there are 43 IGS Chapters. 

It is important to emphasize the framework Prof. Fukuoka set up for the IGS Japanese Chapter. His vision 
has influenced the strong growth of the IGS overall.  

Foremost, he did not establish an independent Japanese Geosynthetics Society; later, he made the group a 
chapter of Island, thus, all individual and corporate members of the chapter were also IGS members.  

Secondly, he recognized the need to allow Japanese to be the primary language of the chapter members’ 
activities within the chapter itself, even if English was the common language for larger, international 
engineering gatherings. 

To this domestic-industry -growing end, Prof. Fukuoka: 

-Published the membership list in Japanese.  

-Founded the Japanese -language publication  

-“Geotechnical Technical Information”, published three times per year, for sharing geosynthetic case 
histories, the latest technical information of geosynthetic engineering practice, research updates, and 
translated information from the IGS News. 

He established an annual two- day symposium on geosynthetic engineering, conducted in Japanese and 
with proceedings. These proceedings were eventually graded up to the annual Geosynthetics Engineering 
Journal, which contains peer-reviewed technical papers in Japanese or English. 

The importance of these decisions has been validated by the healthy and strong activities of IGS Japan 
over the past 30 years; and Prof. Fukuoka’s influence through that first IGS Chapter can be felt in the 
formation and activities of the next 42 national and regional chapters that have been added to the IGS 
ever since. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


