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Abstract 2 4 5 4 4 1

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the political concepts and role
of Colonel Somkid Srisangkom as a political leader from 1969 to 2006; and (2) the
influence of the political concepts and role of Colonel Somkid Srisangkom as a political
leader from 1969 to 2006 on Thai society and Thai politics.

This was a qualitative research based on documentary research and data from
structured interviews with Colonel Somkid Srisangkom himself. Data were analyzed
through descriptive analysis.

The results showed that (1) Colonel Somkid Srisangkom was one of the first
Thai politicians to popularize democratic socialism with the idea of building a welfare state
in which poor people and the majority could participate in using their political power.
Colonel Somkid Srisangkom’s political concepts also included localism and regionalism
with an emphasis on solving major problems, in particular poverty in the northeastern
region of Thailand. Colonel Somkid Srisangkom’s major political role was as leader of a
political party, because he was the head of the Socialist Party of Thailand that was a part of
the opposition in 1975-1976, the first chairman of a committee to campaign for revising the
constitution to make it more democratic in 1981, member of the constitutional assembly of
Udorn Thani Province in 1996-1997, and senator of Udorn Thani from 2000 to 2006. (2) The
political concepts and role of Colonel Somkid Srisangkom had both positive and negative
influences on Thai societ-i/. The positive influence was that some politicians and political
parties adopted ideas from the concept of democratic socialism as part of their policies
and campaigns. The negative impact was that there were many forms of opposition to the

concept of democratic socialism from more conservative or rightist groups and political parties.

Keywords: concept, political role, Colonel Somkid Srisangkom
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