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Abstract

The objectives of this study are to investigate: (1) The sense of identity among leading
Thai film actors who have enjoyed successful careers; and (2) factors forming their identity.

This qualitative research obtained data through personality tests and structured
interviews with 6 actors and 6 actresses who had enjoyed successful acting careers. From 1971 to
2009, they had leading roles in no fewer than 10 films or received a Best Actor in a Leading Role
award from an established film-industry agency. A descriptive-analytic approach was used in data
analysis.

Results: (1) Most samples were classified as “observers” in their personality test,
maintained their privacy, isolated themselves from others, had positive self-esteem regarding their
bodies, looks and health and were proud of being actors. Their philosophy was to make each day
the best by using family members and fellow entertainment-industry workers as role models.
They regard Thai society as too materialistic and full of political, economic and social problems,
while their perspective on world society was that there were many man-made environmental
problems. They felt that (a) their acting career was not stable and (b) those who did manage to
succeed had good discipline, were focused, felt a strong sense of responsibility, were able to
maintain a good reputation and possessed talent and other characteristics that made a good actor.
(2) Factors shaping the identity of most samples were family and religious institutions, both of
which had an influence on their ideas, philosophy and career success. Formal training in acting

was considered less important, believing instead that experience and talent were more important.
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