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Abstract 245442

The objectives of this research were to study: (1) the history of the status and the roles
of Hmong females at the Kheknoi Village of the Kheknoi Sub-District of the KhaoKho District in
Phetchabun Province, (2) the effects from the changes in society nowadays, and the status and the
roles of Hmong females, and (3) to search for a method to enhance the status and roles of Hmong
females.

The population for the quantitative analysis method was 290 Hmong in Kheknoi
Village and the qualitative analysis method was 10 Hmong females in Kheknoi Village. The
instrument for the quantitative research was a questionnaire and for the qualitative instrument was
in-depth interview and community survey. Data analysis in the quantitative method was percentage
statistic, and in the qualitative method was depicting analytics.

Research results: (1) from the culture and tradition of Hmong that inherited the family
line through men, and the characteristic of the Hmong society that “male is superior”, those caused
the ladies to have inferior status and roles to men. The status and roles of Hmong females can be
divided into 3 eras; 1. Ban Kheknoi first emigrated era (1945 — 1967) when Hmong females had a
totally inferior status to men. Their important roles were doing the housework and farming. They
had no role in the society. 2. Receiving influence from outside society (1967-1982) when the status
of Hmong females was still inferior to the men. But after the Hmong received influence from
political policy, and the problems from communism; this caused the Hmong females to have
temporary political roles which were “as hill tribe volunteers”, so they could go against
communism. And also when the economic and national society were developed to support tourism
causing Hmong handicrafts to become local products, so Hmong females had a one more role,
which was to support the families. 3. Society conversion era (1982-now) when Hmong females had
a variety of roles and their status changed because of development under the economic and
national society development plan. This included education, economics, politics, and legislation.
(2) the effect from the changes in society nowadays caused the Hmong to change their values and
lifestyles. Hmong received influence from Thai society and Hmong social surroundings were
changed. Now they tend to support both sons and daughters equally in education. Therefore the
higher educated women will have higher status and higher roles in society development. Not only
this, but also the oppression from the economy, Hmong females now have more roles in supporting
the families as men, which causes more power in the economy. (3) the guidelines to enhance the
status and roles of Hmong females are to increase education for the people in the community,
educating the equality value of men and women in a family, and giving opportunity for the women
to be political leaders such as village head or district committee chair so that women would be
able to participate in specifying policy for continual development of the status and roles of Hmong
females. Also the organization involved should spread out human resources and financial resources
to help development. And they should also have some research on the equality of Hmong men and
women in order to be a continuous direction in status and role development.

Keywords: Status, Roles, Hmong Females
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