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Abstract 245434

The purposes of this research were to study (1) the model of the marine
ecosystem conservation and development through community participation; (2) the effects
of conservation, development and community participation; and (3) awareness on the
marine ecosystem conservation and development of villagers in Ban Hin Dard Village,
Moo 8, Tambon Klong Yai, Laem Ngop District, Trat Province.

This research employed both the qualitative and quantitative research methods.
The qualitative research method was the in-depth interviews of 17 informants including
government officials, youths who participated in the Baan Pla Project, and Ban Hin Dard,
Moo 8 villagers; while the quantitative research employed questionnaires to collect data
from the total number of 231 people classified into three groups, namely, the first group
consisting of 201 community people, the second group consisting of 15 youths who
participated in the Project, and the third group consisting of 15 government officials.
Qualitative data were analyzed with the descriptive method; while quantitative data were
statistically analyzed using the frequency distribution, percentage, mean, standard deviation,
and Pearson product-moment correlation.

Research findings were as follows: (1) The model of the marine ecosystem
conservation through community participation comprised the following models: the first
model was the participation in determination of the use of marine resources for
consumption with consideration of the size of marine organisms; the second model was the
provision of materials and equipment support in conservation activities; and the third
model was the determination of principles and criteria for fishing by villagers. The model
of the ecosystem development through community participation consisted of the Project
activities for sustainable development of the marine ecosystem; and the creation and
development of participation in the Project based on the concept that it is the duty of every
person to participate. (2) As for the effects of conservation, development and community
participation based on the Baan Pla Project, it was found that the villagers gained
knowledge understanding and awareness on the benefits of the marine ecosystem, and the
harm of its destruction. As a result, they rallied to watch and prevent it from destruction,
and to conserve marine plants and animals for sustainable consumption and livelihood and
for economic resources. They also participated in development of the marine ecosystem to
be the learning source and the site for eco-tourism by cooperation in providing materials
and equipment support and participating in the activities of the Baan Pla Project. (3)
Regarding awareness on the marine ecosystem conservation and development of villagers
in Ban Hin Dard Village, it was found that the villagers’ knowledge, understanding and
interest in the marine ecosystem were at the high level. This finding indicated that Ban Hin
Dard villagers who had a high level of knowledge, understanding and interest in
participation in conservation and development of the marine ecosystem would have a high
level of awareness in participation in conservation and development of the marine
ecosystem. The correlation coefficient of 0.59 with the p value of 0.01 was obtained.

Keywords: Conservation model, Development model, Marine ecosystem, Participation
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