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Abstract 2 4 5 4 2 J

The purposes of this research were to study (1) the historical background
and objectives of the entertainment presented in the royal cremation ceremonies in the
Rattanakosin period; and (2) the pattern of the entertainment presented in the royal
cremation ceremonies.

The research methodology included documentary research, interviews, and
non-participatory observation. Research findings were presented and discussed by
analytical description.

Research findings were as follows: (1) The presentation of entertainment
in the royal cremation ceremonies was for the people to enjoy and to get a respite
from their grief. The entertainment also demonstrated the great power of the king.
The presentation of entertainment in the royal cremation ceremonies had existed since
the Ayutthaya period and continued up to the Rattanakosin period. However, it was
abolished during the reign of King Rama the Sixth who acted in accordance with the
wishes of his father, King Rama the Fifth. His main reason for abolishment of the
presentation of entertainment in the royal cremation ceremonies was because he
considered it to be wasteful of the kingdom’s budget. Later on, the presentation of
entertainment in cremation ceremonies was revived during the reign the present king,
King Rama the Ninth. (2) As for the patterns of the entertainment presented in the
royal cremation ceremonies, no detail of the patterns of that during the King Rama I —
King Rama V period was available. During the reign of the present king, HRH
Princess Maha Chakri Sirindhorn ordered the revival of presentation of the
entertainment during the royal funerals of HRH the Princess Mother and HRH
Princess Narathiwat Ratchanakharin. The patterns of entertainment presented in the
two royal funerals comprised the shadow play, Khon drama, drama, and puppet
theater show. The pattern of shadow play consisted of the paying homage to the guru,
the curtain raiser show, the main show on Ramayana, and the paying homage to the
guru at the end of the show. The pattern of Khon drama consisted of the prelude
musical show, the main show, and the ending show. The pattern of drama consisted
of the prelude musical show, and the main show. The pattern of puppet theater show
consisted of the prelude musical show, the paying homage to the guru, and the main
show.

Keywords: Entertainment, Cremation ceremony, Rattanakosin period
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