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Abstract

190735

A biosphere reserve is an experimental area where human beings and the
nature depend on each other in order to balance between cultural and biological
diversity preservation and economic and social development by promoting involvement
of all stakeholders in the fair management of natural resources.

The management principle of biosphere reserves can be found in the
Statutory Framework of the World Biosphere Reserves, Seville Strategy for Biosphere
Reserves and Madrid Action Plan. Such principle is highly flexible: each member State
is free to adapt it to suit its context without ratification.

Despite its four biosphere reserves in exist, Thailand is among the States
that does not ratify the management principle of biosphere reserves. According to the
study of Sakaerat Biosphere Reserve, the legislation in force does not allow the
management of such biosphere reserve to meet the aforementioned management
principle of biosphere reserves. The other three biosphere reserves in Thailand would
face a similar problem as all are under the same legal scheme.

It is fortunate that certain provisions of the Constitution of the Kingdom of
Thailand on the management of natural resources are in line with the management
principle of biosphere reserves, especially they grant private and community rights to
participate natural resources.

It is clear that the legislation used in the management of biosphere reserves
in Thailand infringes the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand and is not in line with
the management principle of biosphere reserves. This thesis, therefore, proposes
Thailand to enact legislation on biosphere reserves in Thailand to be in line with the

management principle of biosphere reserves and the Constitution of the Kingdom of

()



Thailand. There should be two levels of such legislation, i.e. an act of parliamlr;l QZOB@
subordinates.

Such an act of parliament would stipulate the management of biosphere
reserves in Thailand as a whole by empowering competent agencies both at the central
and regional levels to mutually manage biosphere reserves. It would as well offer the
public opportunities to involve the biological diversity and cultural preservation,
economic and social development and sustainable exploitation of natural resources. The
subordinate legislation would stipulate similar provisions. However, it would provide
certain measures suitable for each biosphere reserve. As an example, this thesis

proposes the management measures of Sakaerat Biosphere Reserve.
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