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Abstract

The objective of this article is to examine the history of politics and administration of Battambang province
as revealed in the Khmer document entitied “Battambang in the Time of the Lord Governor” by Tauch Chhuong.
The research method used is documentary research and textual analysis with supplementary study of relevant
historical contexts. The study revealed two interesting points. Firstly, the history of politics and administration in
Battambang province, as presented in the document, reflects the intricate political network relationships within the
family of the Chaophraya Aphaiphubet and the Siamese court. The document records the period from the time of
Chaophraya Aphaiphubet (Baen) to the time of Chaophraya Kathathonthoranin (Chum), who were appointed regents
of Battambang by the kings of Siam (Rama | - IV). They governed the region by fulfilling the wishes of the Siamese
kings through traditional governance mechanisms such as tax collection, tribute delivery, and maintaining control
through strict punishments. Consequently, the governance of Battambang remained in the hands of Chaophraya
Aphaiphubet family for nearly a century, passing from generation to generation. Secondly, the document reflects
the concentration of power within a specific group of individuals and the succession of power through the family
line for many generations. This persisted until the system of appointment from the central government ended in
1907 during the reign of King Rama V, when the Siamese court lost control of Battambang to the French colonial
empire. In this regard, the author found that Tauch Chhuong stimulated an open-ended historical debate on the
politics and governance in Battambang through the presented data. The document enables readers to interpret

the attitudes or sentiments of the local people towards the Khmer rulers appointed by the Kings of Siam.

Keywords: 1. Battambang in the time of the Lord Governor 2. Battambang 3. Tauch Chhuong
4. Chaophraya Aphaiphubet (Baen) 5. History of politics and administration
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