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Abstract

The research aims to study the research models and objectives of theses and
independent studies of Master’s degree research on English language curriculum and instruction in
three open universities in Southeast Asia. The target groups consisted of 325 research studies on
English language curriculum and instruction of Master’s degree students who graduated during the
2020-2022 academic years by purposive sampling. The research instrument employed consisted
of a research synthesis data record form. The data were analyzed using frequency percentages
and content analysis. The results showed that (1) the research models were synthesized
into 4 types of research, consisting of (1.1) quasi-experimental research (83.6%), (1.2) research
and development research (14.1%), (1.3) survey research (0.6%), and (1.4) qualitative research
(1.5%). When studying the research objectives, it was found that (2.1) The research aimed to
compare the achievement or development of learners’ abilities before and after learning using
different English teaching methods accounting for 41.8% (2.2) The research aimed to compare
the achievement or development of learners’ abilities before and after learning by using English
teaching media, accounting for 13.8%. (2.3) The research aimed to compare the achievement
or development of learners’ abilities before and after learning by integrating English teaching
methods with the use of teaching media, accounting for 39%. (2.4) The research aimed to study
other variables related to Affective Filters, accounting for 3.6%, and (2.5) the research aimed
to study issues in qualitative research, accounting for 1.5%. This study may benefit researchers,
graduate students or interested parties in developing a variety of suitable thesis topics and

independent studies to develop learners’ English language proficiency in the future.
Keywords: Research synthesis, English language Instruction, thesis, Curriculum and instruction
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